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1.Pg6 -GS I POlity)-—OLAwH - Defection L5 1o Qenedule

Defection as merger

e §ix Uddhav Sena rebel MPs write to Speaker

here is something deeply troubling about
T the wave of defectiol reeping Indi
elected representatives, Members of Par L u
liament chief among them. In the latest episode, L]
six Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs are seeking to join the n
Eknath Shinde faction of the Sena, which ,
emerged after an earlier split in the parent party.
This group constitutes exactly two-thirds of the
party’s Lok Sabha strength, giving them the es.
cape route that their crossover will constitute a
merger under the Tenth Schedule of the Consti-
tution, or the anti-defection law. Under the Tenth
Schedule, a membel can be d
voluntarily resi

par
bers to defect w ithout penalty — and retained on-
ly lhe “merger” exception, undel hich disqual-

rty’s

wmested, as [he Supre eme Court of India ha s, ina
past judgment, mad ‘]e'u that a merger cann
be of the legislatu alon

Ive the parent part X

With the Court holding back judgments on

ing pace. The Sena splinter
the heels of the TMC rebellion. A rebel group
dmmmn the support of 20 of the TMC’s 28 Lok
ime MP Kakoli Ghosh
hdb allgled itself with the BJP-led
NDA, seeking a merger with another party. In
n the Rajya Sabha had joined the
BJP, reducing AAP’s Rajya Sabha strength from 10
to three. Now, three T! membe
abha
Prakash Chik Baraik, have resig
cal purposes, the Tenth hedule has become re-
dundml nnd inele\nm mml kee ps

~t|enmvth of the ruling NDA in the Lok Sabha and
ya Sabha, ra tions beyond techni-
At present, the NDA does not have the
hirds majority in Parliament needed to pass
itutional amendments. The threshold of
i constitutional nmendmems is kept
a wide polit
sing that intent through defect

er name the by —isan .lmont to

tive democracy Constitution.
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Anti-Defection Law —s \ae3

‘What is the anti-defection law?

EEZY T Aen 2N, was a phrase that became popular in Indian politics after a IZEtSZneRVI DLUEEZNR changed his
AR a R A BELy). The anti-defection law sought to prevent such political defections which may




Are there any exceptions under the law?

PCREINEmay chan,

to i provided that [Tt AR Hanres are in favour of the merger. In such

a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the original party will face

in certain circumstances. The law allows a party

disqualification.

There is something deeply troubling about the wave of defections sweeping India’s elected
representatives, Members of Parliament chief among them. In the latest episode, six Shiv
Sena (UBT) MPs are seeking to join the Eknath Shinde faction of the Sena, which emerged
after an earlier split in the parent party. This group constitutes exactly two-thirds of the
party’s Lok Sabha strength, giving them the escape route that their crossover will constitute
a merger under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, or the anti-defection law. Under the
Tenth Schedule, a member can be disqualified if they voluntarily resign from their party or
defy a party whip during a division of votes in the House. In the law was strengthened

by an — which had
—and
the “merger” exceptiongtiguaty
of a party’s legislators agree to merge with another partyR:aiuEE B SRR b

dressed up as mergers, letting groups defect without inviting disqualification. The legal
validity of such claims is itself contested, as the Supreme Court of India has, in a past
judgment, made clear that a merger cannot be of the legislature party alone, and must
involve the parent party as well.




Sekhar Ray, Sushmita Dev and Prakash Chik Baraik, have resigned. For all practical ~/
purposes, the Tenth Schedule has become redundant and irrelevant, as the Court
keeps key decisions pending. The surge in these crossovers, which has the cumulative effect
of increasing the strength of the ruling NDA in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, raises

4 .
questions beyond technicalities. At present, the NIBJiWa(o1= R s (o1 W s =\ I/=Rd s =KAo B d ahina

majority in Parliament needed to pass constitutional amendmentsEytRin )l
witwo-thirds for constitutional amendments is kept high to ensure a wide
. Bypassing that intent through defections — whatever name they go
5/ SEPY, (o ffront to representative democracy and the spirit of the Constitution)

S L




Mains Practice Question

Q. For all practical purposes, the' Tenth Schedule has become redundant and irrelevant.
Critically examine. (250 words; 15 marks)



2. Pg 6 — GS Ill (Economy

India’s cheapest power is here, the grid must catch up

ndia is leaving tens of gigawatts (GW) of
cheap solar and wind powe:
not be
because the grid is not. Upgrading the
grid wnh dd\am d technol nd
s can unlod\ 1,000 GW
iring any
on.
ge of a major shift in its
olar and wind are now the

deplovmeut g, with over 45 GW
added in 2025, roughly matching the United
States. Paired with some of the world’s lowest
battery , India can now deliver firm clean
power at about ¥3.5 per kWh.

j and pnces have aligned,

f clean capacity
stranded because projects can come online
to 18 months, but transmission takes three to fiv

will remain out of reach.

India has about 250 GW of renewables today

GW under
sing demand md
and transport. This implies one

of Ihe largest transmission build-outs anywhere

the world. The question is no longer whether
India must build more lines — it must —but
whether new lines alone will suffice. They will
not. India needs both major new transmission
and far better use of the network it already ha:

Creating clean-energy superhighways
India can unlock the equivalent of nearly 1,000
GW ol renewable ener; faster than building

able plants to el
jon connections only about 25% of the

connection sits idle during evel 1i|1g pea
night. It is a bit like a highway used only during
rush hour — busy for a few hours, empty the rest
of the day. Adding batteries at the same locations
allows power to be stored and delivered during
evening peaks and at night, raising utilisation two
to three times without new corridors or land.
This directly enables Ihe equivalent of 4
additional clean en

orridors can :«Isn carry clean power.

Second, power lines connected to
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The country’s
clean-energ;
future depend
on faster,

power plants offer another major opportunity.
Many high-cost or old coal plants, totalling about
100 GW, operate at low output Im ong periods
despite having valuable transmission
connections. Locating solar and wind near these
stations allows clean power to use this underused
capacity whenever coal units are not fully loaded.
it is cheaper to transmit renewable
T than to run the coal plant, giving
rce grid connection and
coal plant owners new revenue from
underutilised a . This approach can enable
lhe equivalent of 100 GW of additional clean

can nke on new LJ id

lemlw more renewable projects plug straight mlo
th em. Coupling these nodes with batteries

can further support peak-demand supply and
help manage power flows. Nationally, this could
support around 100 GW of additional clean
energy
Modern wires can carry double the power.
And fourth, much of India’ still uses older
wires or conducto ;under heat and

flow. Replacing them with
hl“h -temperature, low-sag conductc
nnnuhmlred d mestically — can nearly double
y on the same towers and

rights-of-way. It is like upgrading the engines on a
train so it can haul twice as many goods on the
same track — no new land, just better technolog;
This added headroom allows reconductoring to
double the clean energy enabled by storage and
shared transmission connections — raising the
total potential to over 1,000 GW within the
current transmission Ioorprml and effectively
transforming today’s coi into clean-energy
superhighways.

A rapid path
Crucially, these solutions can be deployed within
months, not years. They require no new land for
ission, nummdl permitting, and far fe!
s i \
randed clean power, and let new renewable
jects ad ance while new lines catch up. They
7 ation and lower the
average cost of using the grid.
newable energy
ificant land, but locating them near
, renewable energy hubs, or
where some hnd and grid ac
I

as suitable land by
difficult to secure.

India must build new transmission, but it must

build it smart. A new line built with advanced

(undun[ms and designed to work with storage
ur to five times more clean power fc

only a modest additional cost. And with India

planning a 40%

next decade, costing well over $100 billion and

ranking among the world’s largest buildouts,

every kilometre must be future-proofed from the

start.

India will need both appi

and optimis

relief to today

higher-capacity new transmission infrastructure

will be essential to support the ma:

renewable energy expansion required in the

coming decades.

The policy shifts that will determine success
India already enj tructural advantag
unified munml and a track record of adding
n ana ity faster than man
developed countries. In the U.S. and pzuh of
Europe, the inability to connect loy
to the grid has become the

m"

s matter most. First, India’s national
already created enabling

of their grid access by pairing with storag
approach now needs to be implemented and
expanded at the State level, with regulators and
utilities actively incorporating it into planning
and procurement decisiops.

Second, regulation and procurement norms
should reward the use of advanced transmission
technologies that cost slightly more upfront but
deliver greater system-wide benefits over their
lifetime by expanding capacity without the need
for new corridor:

Third, the coordinated development of large
renewable energy zones and optimised
tmnsm: ion corridors is essential to overcome

lection, planning, and timing challeng
and to elmble the efficient movement of vast

s will help India sustain its lead
clean power at a time when industri
h as steel, aluminium, cement, data centres
and chemicals are increasing] i
reliable 24X7 electricity at pledunble prices. The
path ahead is clear: build all the tr
India can — and g

cornerstone of a low-cost, hl"h pl oductivity
future.




LW EREEE ntatens of gigawatts (GW) of cheap solar and wind power strandedi=s
not because the projects are not ready, but because the grid is not. Upgrading the existing
grid with advanced technolog1es and adding storage at key nodes can unlock 1,000 GW of
new clean energy, without 3

v Clw Tto‘b—-b 13-—“ M"""\"‘ = )

mitse ectr1C1ty system. Solar and wind are now the

Yet, just as technology and prices have aligned, transmission has become the defining
o ey A O cantnt50 GW of clean capacity is already strandedplS&ntprojects

can come online in 12 to 18 months, but transmission takes three to five years to
buildgalEENdland acquisition, multi-agency approvals, and restrictionsfega%
corridors. Without faster and smarter grid expansion, the benefits of low-cost clean energy

will remain out of reach—gp| Re~vevp Powsex (sorida D 3-3‘37\ )(-

ILGENELELIIE250 GW of renewables today, 100 GW under construction, and wi
to meet rising demand and electrify industry and
transport. This implies one of the largest transmission build-outs anywhere in the world.
The question is no longer whether India must build more lines — it must —but whether
new lines alone will suffice. They will not. India needs both major new transmission and far
better use of the network it already has.




Creating clean-energy superhighways <3

India can unlock the equivalent of nearly 1,000 GW of renewable energy far faster than
building new lines by tapping the vast potential of its existing grid. Much of this potential is )

hidden in plain sight. Four opportunities stand out.—p Ex Lhny

q Powew G

Storage unlocks more from the sameWires. | ZI eI BRe IO B S E10) (R EV SRR eTa E\ ATETS
their transmission connections only about 25% of the timegzdg>elin)RLIE
energy fills the transmission line during the day, but the same connection
. It is a bit like a highway used only during rush hour — busy
for a few hours, empty the rest of the day.
allows power to be stored and delivered during evening peaks and at night, raising utilisation
two to three times without new corridors.or land. This directly enables the equivalent of 400

GW of additional clean energy. Colav —— B tem T




GEIR g o [0 Y= 1R N 10 o /AW CEVi B J0) (=4, Second, power lines connected to coal-based

———

power plants offer another major opportunity. Many high-cost or old coal plants, totalling

about 100 GW, [yl g e iinnii § i P ) l=§sl=s i despite having valuable
transmission connections. [Kele1utsl=#0) Figk1als K711l Bl s Lk w=1a 08 k) allows clean

power to use this underused capacity whenever coal units are not fully loaded. In many
hours it is cheaper to transmit renewable power than to run the coal plant, giving developers
access to scarce grid connection and providing coal plant owners new revenue from




IO T e Kyt =Ty =100k, A third opportunity sits at existing transmission
substations. Many of these locations can take on new grid connections, [[Eist #1105

renewable projects plug straight into the systemnEeinint-3d L3l oA 1!

batteries can further support peak-demand supply and help manage power flows. Nationally,
this could support around 100 GW of additional clean energy.




v
( odern wires can carry double the powe EE fourth, mufh of India's grid still uses

| older wires or conductors that sag under heat and restrict flowB S rIStAn=IB

wit {}_ﬂgh—temperature, low—sag conductors - manufactured domesticallg["‘

an nearly double transfer capacity on the same towers and rights-of-way. It is like

upgrading the engines on a train so it can haul twice as many goods on the same track v no
new land, just better technology. This added headroom allows reconductoring to double the

clean energy enabled by storage and shared transmission connections — raising the total
potential to over 1,000 GW within the current transmission footprint and effective
transforming today’s corridors into clean-energy superhighways




India must build new transmission, but it must build it smart@:EaHEI RN

advanced conductors and designed to work with storage can carry four to five times more

m.I

the start.

53T LERT I BT RaTetda e 1)) (e 1o s =5, Upgrading and optimising the existing grid offers the
fastest relief to today’s bottlenecks, while smarter, higher-capacity new transmission
infrastructure will be essential to support the massive renewable energy expansion required

in the coming decades.



Mains Practice Question

Q. The country’s clean-energy future depends on faster, smarter grid expansion and
optimisation. Discuss. (250 words; 15 marks)
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Moving from drone purchases to drone partnerships

he Indian government’s planned $2 billion

drone procurement from domestic

manufacturers reinforces its commitment
to indigenous manufacturing and will boost the
country’s growing drone industry. It also signals a
shift from buying large, sophisticated platforms
such as fighter aircraft to smaller, cheaper and
more attritable systems. This shift also means
procurement practices will have to address the
challenges that come with the territory.

Long-term capital procurement that deals with

systems such as tanks and fighter jets, is likely to
struggle to keep pace with the rapid demand for
upgrades and modifications. The willingness to
spend money on these platforms is a good sign,
but the question now is whether procurement
systems will spend it well.

The economics of drones
Although public conversations about military
drones typically focus on large uncrewed combat
aerial vehicles (UCAVs) such as the MQ-9B Reaper
and the Bayraktar TB-2, recent conflicts have
exemplified the utility of smaller, cheaper drones.
These typically fall within the ‘micro’ and
‘nano’ drone categories, and are built to be
cost-effective. Both Iran’s use of drones against
the United States and Israel, and the use of
drones in the Russia-Ukraine war, have followed
this principle. Intercepting drones that are being
used to strike high-priced hardware, is typically
far more expensive than the drones themself. The
trend across recent wars has been to produce
vast numbers of cheap drones, and deploy them
in large numbers. Creative uses and modifications
of drones that were originally manufactured for
commercial use, have also served as an
inexpensive means to achieve military objectives.
Ukraine’s use of first-person-view (FPV) drones
that have been retrofitted with warheads has
made many headlines. Innovation in the defence

Adya Madhavan
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India’s drone
ambitions

I'CL]llil'C smarter

contracts and
continuous
innovation

drone sector is therefore closely linked to
innovation in civilian drone technology, creating
a need for more iterative and collaborative
research and development (R&D) processes. The
case of the Chinese drone industry demonstrates
the benefits of closer collaboration among
industry, academia and the military.

The challenge of drone relevance

The other unique aspect of procuring tactical
drones, is that the challenge lies not in acquiring
them, but in ensuring that they stay relevant. A
state-of-the-art fighter jet or tank bought in 2015 is
still relatively new today, and is reasonably
competitive. Tactical drones bought today can be
obsolete in as little as two to three years, as
enemy capabilities and threat environments
continue to evolve. Enemy electronic warfare
(EW) units can adapt their jammers to the signal
of a new drone in as little as six to eight weeks.

When Ukrainian engineers faced this issue, the
solution was not to procure new systems with
different communication links, but to replace
radio links with fibre-optic cables. Processes need
to be quick, and allow for rapid modifications and
upgrades without the constraint of red tape and
bureaucratic timelines.

Indian procurement frameworks have made
some good provisions in this direction, but there
is still scope for change. For instance, the draft
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) allows the
armed forces to procure commercial-off-the-shelf
(COTS) systems, enabling them to purchase
commercial drones wherever they can be
utilised. The DAP also has provisions to
streamline upgrades. The Defence Procurement
Manual (DPM) allows financial buffers for
unforeseen repairs and upgrade costs. These are
sensible moves.

The key shortcoming of current procurement
frameworks is that buyer-seller relationships

remain fundamentally transactional. The
underlying assumption is that once the
government identifies a requirement, it can issue
a tender and procure a product that meets it.

However, in a domain where technology
evolves rapidly, products require continuous
iteration and improvement.

Partnerships, not transactions

A more suitable model for tactical drone
procurement may resemble a managed service
contract rather than like purchasing hardware.

Much like large organisations that procure
computers with maintenance, software updates
and replacement support, the armed forces could
enter longer-term agreements with drone
manufacturers. Such contracts would provide
industry with demand predictability while
ensuring assured supply, upgrade pathways and
surge production capacity during conflicts. They
would also create a framework for continuous
improvements, including performance
enhancements and adaptations to evolving
electronic warfare threats. Most importantly, they
would foster closer collaboration between the
armed forces and industry in a domain where
technology changes rapidly and future
requirements are constantly evolving.

While Indian policy frameworks continue to
take steps in the right direction, perhaps
structural changes within these frameworks
could create an environment better suited to
keeping pace with the evolution of tactical
drones. India’s domestic drone industry has the
technical foundation to support a more
sophisticated procurement relationship. The $2
billion commitment is the clearest signal yet that
the political will exists. Translating that into the
right contractual architecture, one that prioritises
sustained capability over one-off delivery, is the
logical next step.




giidIndian government’s planned $2 billion drone procurement from domestic

eI MRl g reinforces its commitment to indigenous manufacturing and will boost

the country’s growing drone industry. It also 38 1 s iadi e ns JolbNT i tog EV=(c
sophisticated platforms such as fighter aircraft to smaller, cheaper and more

Elung 10 (G812 005, This shift also means procurement practices will have to address the

challenges that come with the territory.

Long-term capital procurement that deals with systems such as tanks and fighter jets, is
likely to struggle to keep pace with the rapid demand for upgrades and modifications. The

illingness to spend money on these platforms is a good sign, but the question
now is whether procurement systems will spend it welll







Indian procurement frameworks have made some good provisions in this direction, but
there s still scope for change. For instance, thel Sl AN S o e L (0 ]
(DAP)ENGIERSEE s u SRty procure commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) svstemsl

(financial buffers for unforeseen repairs and upgrade cost
$ QA Rrlliow

The key shortcoming of current procurement frameworks is that buyer-seller relationships
remain fundamentally transactional. The underlying assumption is that once the
government identifies a requirement, it can issue a tender and procure a product that meets
it.

S snuktdomain where technology evolves rapidly, products require
continuous iteration and improvement!




Partnerships, not transactions

A more suitable model for tactical drone procurement may resemble a managed service
contract rather than like purchasing hardware.

Much like large organisations that procure computers with maintenance, software updates
and replacement support, the armed forces could enter longer-term agreements with drone
manufacturers. Such contracts would provide industry with demand predictability while
ensuring assured supply, upgrade pathways and surge production capacity during conflicts.
They would also create a framework for continuous improvements, including performance
enhancements and adaptations to evolving electronic warfare threats. Most importantly,

g aTanbetiEdcloser collaboration between the armed forces and industrypig

domain where technology changes rapidly and future requirements are constantly evolving.

While Indian policy frameworks continue to take steps in the right direction, perhaps
structural changes within these frameworks could create an environment better suited to
keeping pace with the evolution of tactical drones. India’s domestic drone industry has the
technical foundation to support a more sophisticated procurement relationship. The $2
billion commitment is the clearest signal yet that the political will exists. Translating that
into the right contractual architecture, one that prioritises sustained capability over one-off
delivery, is the logical next step.
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Walking on footpaths
a fundamental right,
rules Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day, in a judgment, de-
clared the freedom to walk
on demarcated and well-
maintained footpaths a
fundamental right which
has priority over move-
ment by motorised vehi-
cles. The court highlighted
the need to lay down a stat
utory framework, not only
for declaring the right to
walk a fundamental right,
but also to recognise the
duty-bearers.

“If a road exists, there
must then be a duty to en-
sure that a footpath is de-
marcated and maintained
for the walkers. This is an
enforceable duty. The fun-
damental right to walk on
demarcated footpaths shall
override the privilege of a
motorised vehicle,” Justice
P.S. Narasimha, who auth-
ored the judgment, held.

The judgment came in a
case of the death of a five-

Q Ifaroad
exists,

there must then be
aduty to ensure
that a footpath is
demarcated and
maintained for

— the walkers.

This is an

- enforceable
rrnﬁ- duty

SUPREME
| | COURT

.

year-old boy who was
crushed to death by a truck
while walking to the school
with his father.

Justice Narasimha said
walking safely and carefree
along wide footpaths, with-
out danger lurking at every
turn, was the most basic of
rights.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8
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» PAGE 6




<.—‘/_— - / <
‘Supreme Court’s expansion of Article 21 since the 19705! t has

declared the right to walk on demarcated footpaths a fundamental right. The BEI"I{h of
Justices P.S. Narasimha and Atul S. Chandurkar reaffirmed the right in a case seeking higher §
compensation for a five-year-old boy’s death after being struck and killed by a tanker lorry in
Karnataka. As motorised transport has become more widespread, the Bench noted with

iGycantigwalking has become an inconvenience, with motorists often treating
pedestrians as a ‘nuisance’ to be tolerated or clearedR iR os1I= s (=R - BoF:(a (o) 3 1

law governing pedestrian rights, responsibility for pedestrian safety is split
supsImunicipal laws, town-planning statutes, and street desi uidelines¥:¥;

such, pedestrians are considered to be safe if they face no immediate physical harm. Most
cities also lack continuous unobstructed footpathsRl i sk:a XY ok M5
siuiatencroached on by parking, vendors, utilities, and construction debris!

and competing pressures such as road widening work.




While a right to walk is desirable, the ideas that pavements belong to pedestrians and that
they have right of way should be cultural in order to endure. |{dl&R =R
e public culture has had mixed

protect vendors from harassment as 3

unicipalities still conduct “evictio

a)9\7< while implementation has lagged because the Act requires surveys, town Vendmg

committees, and the demarcation of vending zones — processes that many urban local
bodies have delayed or simply abandoned. Weak implementation has allowed informal rent-
seeking by officials to persist in some cases. The new judgment is also likely to set up
disputes with the 2014 Act. Second, the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act 2003 g
curtailed public smoking over 20 years, but not by “restitutionary remedies”, as the Court has
suggested for walking, but with consistent social messaging and small, immediate fines.
Finally, despite strict laws and ‘Swachh Bharat’ mandates, the culture of littering

pEETELlaw focuses on citizens’ duty to segregate whereas the state
has often overlooked its duty to collect segregated wastegSintiEVAIR1s Ry r:11s

does not build footpaths, the citizen’s right will be meaningless. The Court's
constitutional nudge may thus lead to no real change if it remains a legal tool for
compensation after a tragedy. A state using it to ‘cleanse’ streets of informal commercial
activity could also gentrify these public spaces and criminalise the survival of the urban
poor. The nudge’s principal path to success will be by moving the

pedestrian infrastructurel
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Delhi HC upholds curbs on

Centre followed procedure as perjSection 69A of IT Act jind gave reasons for invoking emergen:

powers, say

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he Delhi High
T Court on Friday
upheld the

Centre’s temporary ban on
messaging platform Tele-
gram, noting that the go-
vernment’s action was pro-
portionate and justified in

view of the alleged use of

the platform by organised
cheating networks linked
to the NEET (UG), 2026,
controversy.

Dismissing Telegram’s
challenge to the June 16
emergency blocking order,
the court found that the
Union government had fol-
lowed the procedure pre-
scribed under Section 69A
of the Information Tech-
nology Act and had record-
ed adequate reasons for in-
voking its emergency
powers.

Court’s endorsement

What the Delhi High Court said in the Telegram case

= Centre empowered under
Section 69A of the IT Act
to restrict ‘entire platform’
access

= Govt. order not
disproportionate

as attempts to

resolve through

channel-

specific take-

downs failed

A significant aspect of
the ruling is the court’s en-
dorsement of the govern-
ment’s interpretation of
Section 69A.

‘Entire platform’

Rejecting Telegram’s argu-
ment that the provision
permits blocking only
specific content and not an
entire platform, the court

= Centre has cited circulation of
purported examination papers
and fraudulent activities
targeting students as reason

= Temporary restrictions
were proportionate
to the objective
of preventing
misinformation
and criminal
activity

held that the Act’s broad
definition of “information”
encompasses software and
computer programmes.
Since Telegram functions
through software infras-
tructure constituting a
“computer resource”, the
government was legally
empowered to direct a
temporary block] on the
platform, the court said.

ourt; definition of ‘information’ in Act includes software and programmes, it says

“An application or plat-
form performs logical,
arithmetic and memory
functions through elec-
tronic, magnetic or optical
impulses, and includes in-
put, output, processing,
storage, computer soft-
ware and communication
facilities connected with a
computer system or com-
puter network. According-
ly, this court is of the view
that Respondent No. 1 was
empowered under Section
69A of the IT Act to issue
directions for blocking pu-
blic access to Telegram,” it
said.

The court rejected Tele-
gram’s contention that the
order reflected non-appli-
cation of mind.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8
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HC upholds Telegram
curbs amid NEET row

The court observed that the government had
specifically cited the circulation of purported ex-
amination papers, fraudulent activities targeting
students and the inability of existing measures to
curb recurring violations.

Accepting the Centre’s argument that repeated
attempts to tackle the problem through channel-
specific takedowns on Telegram had failed, the
court said, “The government’s measures are least
restrictive. It cannot be held that the order is
disproportionate.”

According to material placed before the go-
vernment, operators of fraudulent networks were
routinely creating mirror channels, backup
groups and successor accounts after enforcement
action, rendering targeted removals ineffective,
the court said. The judgment noted that authori-
ties had concluded that “nothing short of a plat-
form-level measure” would protect the integrity
of the examination during the critical period pre-
ceding the June 21 re-test.

Telegram had argued that it was being unfairly
singled out while other social media platforms
continued to operate. The company told the court
that it had cooperated with authorities, removed
flagged content within hours, and had taken
down over 900 links related to unlawful NEET
content using a combination of artificial intelli-
gence tools and manual moderation

However, the court held that the emergent cir-
cumstances surrounding the NEET-UG controver-
sy justified the government’s intervention and
that the temporary restrictions were proportion-
ate to the objective of preventing misinformation
and criminal activity.
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Four glacial lakes in Arunachal
have expanded in a decade: stud

Analysis by geospatial intelligence firm shows that the Thigh-risk’ lakes have increased in area, w 1th one of them growing by

10 hectares; expert says expansion warrants attention but should not he interprefed of

Jacob Koshy 9 @
NEW DELHI

satellite-based as-
A sessment of five
glacial lakes in the

Tawang district of Aruna-
chal Pradesh has found
that four have expanded
over the last decade, with
one lake showing rapid
growth, adding fresh evi-
dence to concerns over the
threat posed by Glacial

Lake Outburst Floods
(GLOFs) in the eastern
Himalaya.

The analysis — a report
and not a peer-reviewed
study — conducted by the
Noida-based geospatial §
telligence  firm Sulm
Technologies, @ .
five lakes in thf
basin that have'® .
fied by the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) as “high-risk” or
“very high-risk”.

The assessment comes
amid heightened attention
on glacial hazards in the re-
gion following a recent risk
evaluation by the Centre
for Earth Sciences and Hi-
malayan Studies (CESHS),
Arunachal Pradesh.

Using imagery frol
ICEYE, PlanetScope, and|
LISS-IV satellites, Suhoral
compared the extent of
lakes between 2016 and
June 2026. In a press state-

pimpending disaster
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A new satellite study has flagged the importance of continuous
monitoring of high-risk glacial lakes in Arunachal Pradesh. P

ment, the company saj
that “four out of five lak
have expanded, reflecting
a general trend of glacial
retreat and meltwater stor-

age”. However, it cau-
tioned that “lake expan-|
sion does not directl;

indicate a flood event” an
said the findings instea
highlighted “the impor;
tance of regular monitor:
ing and further assessment
to better understand fu-
ture risks”. o ®
XK
High-risk laKes
Among the lakes analysed,
Sanhapo Lake showed the
most significant growth.
Suhora estimated its are
at 78.07 hectares in 2019,
increasing to 88.81 hec
tares by mid-June 2026.
The company said that

A
.xihowed
o %hanges. Two lakes cate-

while uncertainties remain
regarding its historical ex-
tent because of ice cover
visible in its 2016 imagery,
the lake has exhibited sus-
tained expansion in recent
years. Given its size and
continued growth, Suhora
identified it as the highest-
priority lake among those
assessed for detailed ha-
zard modelling, continu-
ous monitoring and possi-
ble early-warning systems.
The remaining lakes
more modest

gorised by the NDMA as

“very high risk” expanded
by about a hectare over th®)
decade, while Dharkha

)

Tso, listed as “high risk”,
also recorded gradual
growth. A fifth lake re-
mained broadly stable over

==sptrapped behi

Amit Kumar, co -founder
and chief operating officer
of Suhora Technologies,
said satellite observations
were increasingly impor-
tant for monitoring remote
mountain regions where
field access was often diffi-
cult. “By comparing satel-
lite imagery across multi-
ple years, it is possible to
track changes in glacial
lake extent...with the mon-
soon season approaching,
continuous observation of
glacial lakes becomes in-
creasingly important”, he
added.

Anil Kulkarni, glaciolo-
gist and distinguished fel-
low at the Divecha Centre
for Climate Change, Indian
Institute of Science, Benga-
luru and who wasn’t con-
nected to the study, said
the observed expansion
warranted attention but
should not be interpreted
as evidence of an impend-
ing disaster.

“If lakes are expanding,
then it is considered as an
unstable lake,” he said. Ho-
wever, he stressed that the
key question was why a
lake was growing. Lakes
impounded by moraines —
ridges of rock and debris
deposited by glaciers — can
become hazardous when
retreating glaciers increase
the volume of water

d them. Yet
several other factors deter-
mine risk, including the
possibility of landslides,
avalanches or rockfalls en-
tering the lake.

“Mere increase in area,
even over a decade, cannot
be a single criterion” for
judging how dangerous a
lake is, Mr. Kulkarni told
The Hindu. “It can be a
concern, but how risky it
is, we do not know.”

E$
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igure: Illustrative graphic showing various reasons for GLOF occurrence
(A) Cloudburst (B) Snow avalanche (C) Landslide (D) Melting of ice in moraine
(E) Earthquake (F) Overflow

[
Concerns over floods
Worries over Himalayan
glacial hazards have inten-
sified since the October
2023 disaster in Sikkim,
when a breach associated
with South Lhonak Lake
triggered floods that kille
dozens of people and de:
troyed the Chungthang h
dropower dam. GLOFs car
occur when natural mo-
raine dams fail or when
large avalanches, land-
slides, or icefalls suddenly
displace water and gener-
ate destructive waves.

Mr. Kulkarni said India’s
ability to identify potential-
ly dangerous glacial lakes
had improved considera-
bly through satellite moni-
toring and modelling. Ho-
wever, he argued that
translating scientific as-
sessments into practical
risk reduction remained a
major challenge.
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World Bank approves $1.5 bn
support for India reform plan

The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors
on Friday approved $1.5 billion financing to India
to support structural reforms aimed at boosting
private sector-led job creation and economic
growth, it said in a statement. It added the
financing, being provided under Development
Policy Financing (DPF) Operation, can create job
opportunities for 11 million youth who would be
entering the labour market every year over the
next two decades. The Bank’s DPF seeks to
rapidly disburse financing to help a borrower
country address existing or anticipated
development financing requirements. The
statement read, “The DPF operation builds on
many structural reforms undertaken or initiated
in recent years, including tax simplification,
trade integration, and legislative and regulatory
reforms to improve ease of living and the ease of
doing business.”
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Vijaita Singh l

NEW DELHI
olice and investi- ’( E
gating  agencies y =
across the country

will soon be equipped with
portable fingerprint scan-
ners linked to a national
database of 1.3 crore crimi-
nal suspects and convicts,
letting them stop indivi-
duals anywhere, even on
the streets, to collect
thumb impressions and in-
stantly check for any pend-
ing criminal records on
their smartphones.
Abhigyan, an app deve-
loped by the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) to implement the
procedure, was launched
by Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday.
The app links to the Na-
tional Automated Finger-
print Identification System,
(NAFIS), which stores fin-
gerprint scans of accused

Data patrol: The app enables field police personnel to access a vast
repository of criminal records directly on their smartphones. P

Criminal Procedure, 1973.
The Act does not mention
the possibility of random
testing of individuals with-
out any evidence linking
them to a punishable
offence.
L At present, the facility to
check fingerprints against
e NAFIS database is only
available through 1,556
workstations deployed at
police stations and district

conducted to identify per-
sons wanted in connection
with crimes. Field officers
can get the criminal histo-
ry of the suspect in few se-
conds. This will provid

protection to the police 33
they will be alerted of th

presence of a hardened cri-
minal,” the demonstration

An NCRB official tol
The Hindu that the Crimi-
nal Procedure Identifica-
tion Act, 2022 provides the
legal basis for such checks.
However, Section 3 of the
Act seems to limit the man-

individual to the worksta-
tion to match his or her fin-

the app showed that print:
can be matched with the

NAFIS database in 35| datory recording of mea- J gerprints with the
seconds. surements, including fin- J database

gerprints, to people who Mr. Shah said that the
Routine checks have been convicted or ar- §app enables field police
“During routine vehicle J rested, and those ordere personnel to access a vast
checks on the streets, bio-

give security for good§ferepository of criminal re-
behaviour or maintainin; ords directly on their
peace under the Code of “Secured

metric scans of any suspi-

cious individual can be smartphones.

Police, probe agencies get app
to scan fingerprints on the go

Abhigyan app will let police verify thumb impressions collected on portable scanners against
NAFIS database within seconds; this will strengthen ground-level policing, says Home Minister ' v

v
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with two-step authenticd-
tion, it allows real-time fin-
gerprint identification
within seconds, streng-|
thening ground-level polic-
ingy Equipped with fea-
tures such as fast
identification, portability,
and access to millions of
records, ‘Abhigyan’ is a

NCRB-Abhigyan)
.0 applications launched today will facilitate the speedy
dlsposal of pending cases and help ensure timely delivery of

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation Shri Amit Shah addresses the
inaugural session of the 26th All India
Fingerprint Conference 2026 in New Delhi as

Chief Guest _ €
AGartyimes = £o L O aﬂ%

rPl, e-Prosecution 2.0 and e-Forensics

highly powerful tool,” the
minister said.

NAFIS should not be
used merely to identify of-
fenders, he said, noting
that its effectiveness de-
pends on continuously en-
riching the database by
uploading fingerprints col-
lected from every crime
scene, Mr. Shah said.

Focus on prosecution
He said that continued em-
phasis must be placed not
only on apprehending of-
fenders but also on ensur-
ing that crimes are proven
in a time-bound manner.
The focus should not be li-
mited merely to the arrest
of criminals but on time-
bound justice, he added.

The Home Minister said
that training modules
should incorporate the art
of drafting concise char-
gesheets, along with the
precise processes of col-
lecting, preserving, and
uploading scientific evi-
dence.

AGI - 1’
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MY Palestine envoy seeks
medical assistance

for Gaza, West Bank

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

government and Indnn hu-
manitarian organisationg
to act “urgently” and help
the Palestinian healthcarg
sector overcome the “stat
of collapse” it is currentl
in, following nearly thre
years of mllmry campgid

1t1ng the “Aarogya Mai-
tri” project of the Govern

Abdullah M. Abu Shawesh
in a press conference o

Friday, said the projec
should be extended to thé
Palestinian health secto
that is facing a “catastrop

ic” situation. “Recently, thd
Honourable Prime Ministe
of India Narendra Modi an
nounced the ‘Aarogya Mai
tri’ project, where hg
pledged, and I quote hi
words, “Under this projec

India will provide essenti

medical supplies to any de}

Abdullah M. Abu Shawesh

veloping country affected
by natural disaster or hu
manitarian crises,” said Mr.
Abu Shawesh, seeking help
for the Palestinian people
in both Gaza Strip and West
Bank.

He said the Palestinian
Ministry of Health current-
ly needs to provide approx-
imately 520 essential medi-
cines to hospitals, but
almost 180 of these drugs
are “completely unavaila-
ble”. “Furthermore, out of
97 medicines specialised
for cancer and tumour
treatment, 50 are currently
at zero stock levels, placing
nearly 4,000 cancer pa-
tients at immediate risk,”
he said.




PROJECT BHISHM

BHISHM

World's first indigenous portable hospital

responsible 2 / to prov support when and where it's most needed. By

times of distress, India continues to strengthen its dipl ic ties ei ce its position as a key player in international humani



(>
-six mini cubes combine to form ¢ mother cube Wl {two mother cubes create a full BHISHM ]Each complete

including surgical procedures. The system Icorporates advanced technology, featuring inventory management via [ERIeN
ppo -i:l 180 languages. !f'b

(Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog Hita and Maitri)

Aarogya Maitri Health Cube /

)

72 transportable components
and tools

Integrated Artificial Intelligence
(A1) & Data Analytics

waterproof and Light Weight
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Vivek Aggarwal is new
FATF Vice-President ‘

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) Plenary has
appointed Union Culture
Secretary Vivek Aggarwal
as the next Vice-President
of the global anti-money
laundering and counterter-
rorist financing watchdog
for the 2026-2027 term.

“Members approved the
priorities of the FATF un-
der the incoming U.K. Pre-
sidency, and appointed Mr.
Vivek Aggarwal of India as
the incoming Vice-Presi-
dent of the FATF (July
2026-June 2027),” said an
FATF release. Mr. Aggarwal
will succeed Giles Thom-
son, who has served as
FATF Vice-President since
July 1, 2025.

Currently serving as Se-
cretary in the Culture Mi-

nistry, Mr. Aggarwal has
headed India’s delegation
to the FATF. He led a multi-
disciplinary team during
India’s FATF Mutual Eval-
uation process. His selec-
tion is being viewed as a

significant development
for India’s role in global fi-
nancial governance and ef-
forts to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation on
issues of anti-money laun-
dering, counterterrorist fi
nancing, and illicit finan-
cial flows.
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Sickle cell
anaemia to be
eradicated by
2047: Murmu

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Friday said that the
country would eradicate
sickle cell anaemia well be-
fore the government-set
target of 2047, while call-
ing for collective efforts to

awareness about the
disorder, especially among
tribal communities.

Addressing a Madhya
Prades Government
event in Khandwa district’s
Omkareshwar, the Presi-
dent said, “Through colle

trength and ac
participation of all States,
India would achieve its na-
tional goal of eliminating
sickle cell-related diseases
well before 2047.”

She also said that va-
rious key targets set during
the launch of the National
Mission in 2023 have been
achieved ahead of sche-
dule, including the screen-
ing of seven crore people
between zero and 40 years
of age. The President said
that various scientific stu-
dies had shown that sickle
cell anaemia among tribal
communities was many
times higher than in the
general population. I
would like to urge all State
governments and officials
not to take this disease
lightly because it passes
from one generation to
another. Effc uld be
made to eradicate it com-
pletely,” she said.




‘ Sickle-cell disease ia Slglelifinherited blood disorderj&lIHIB%Imutation in the HBB genel
health complications.

In 2021, an estimated 7.74 million peopl€ WeTE g with sickle-cell disease globally, with 515
000 new births, primarily in sub-Saharan Africa, which accounts for nearly 80% of global cases.
Sickle-cell disease causes substantial under-5 mortality: 81 100 deaths in 2021, making it the
12th leading cause of death in this age group when considering the total mortality burden.
Traditional mortality recording underestimates sickle-cell disease impact - actual deaths are 11
times higher than cause-specific statistics suggest (376 000 vs 34 400 deaths in 2021).
&elnlgsleTaNeelnplolTe=1a[s]s BN le (Vs [SETVIeADaI N Crises, anaemia, stroke, infections, kidney failure,

and pregnancy-related risks[Pg
Effective interventions exist, including disease modifying agents such as hydroxyurea and ;

Urgent action is needed to integrate sickle-cell disease care into primary health systems and
ensure access to essential medicines.

Sickle cell disease is a [s[Z=li[efs]lelele R [FIEEHS which affects the whole m. citlecleNeElhIMIAIMore common in the tribal population of Indiafieliis

million across the Indian states. The MoHFW tribal health expert committee report has listed SR N[ EEREE e R Rig R Ts]

that affect the tribal people disproportionately, thus making this an important intervention. Ministry of health under NHM initiated the
work on wherein comprehensive guidelines on prevention and management of
heamoglobinopathies were released and provision of funds towards screening and management of Sickle cell disease were made. Thereafter, as
per the State's proposals, support is continuously being provided. However, the pandemic reduced the efforts towards prevention through
screening and |EC activities. Now, it is felt that a separate scheme/Mission to detect, management, prevention and awareness needs to be
Initiated.




Prime Minister launches National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Missionkigel1i]
Shahdol, Madhya Pradesh

t
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National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission Zl[j R ECES o A K WG EE R ER QALY N\

PM Distributes S« {=Xel=| [Ke L E{F AR = (o & to beneficiaries

India: Prime Minister

National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission [eJgeJii(r &R R UKo il gl o1 eTeLnal a1 1a]1 (=) irjll

- >

(VIESTLL RETC[EIE Iscreening approximately 7.0 crore people under 40 years of age in the next 3 years

Prime Minister kickstarts the distribution of about 3.57 crore Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) cards

People should match Sickle Cell Genetic Status Cards before marriage, to ensure that the disease
is not transferred to the next generation: Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya

Sabka Saath, Sabka prayaas can stop the spread of Sickle Cell Disease: Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya

wfafee fafer: GEINVMENEE, 7:19PM by PIB Delhi 9.013



About National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission:

The National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Program, introduced in the Union Budget 2023t uie Vit [ (eSS no el RSt i (e (il G U R o BT ST O S SR el
disease, particularly among tribal populations of the country. Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a chronic single gene disorder causing a debilitating systemic syndrome
characterized by chronic anemia, acute painful episodes, organ infarction and chronic organ damage and by a significant reduction in life expectancy. Implemented inm
EIVGRERT ROV g A TR wfuehalaims to improve the care and prospects of all sickle cell disease patients while reducin& the prevalence of the diseasclild
17 states are- Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
lAssam, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Bihar, and Uttarakhand}

The program is executed in ,Eission mode as Eart of the National Health Mission ;EE@ il 1ms to eliminate sickle cell genetic transmission by the year 2047, showing a
long-term commitment to eradicating the disease.

Over a period of three years, spanning from the fiscal year 2023-24 to 2025-26, the program targets screening approximately 7.0 crore people. This ambitious goal
highlights the program's dedication to reaching a large portion of the population, promoting early diagnosis and intervention.
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