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What a ‘super’ El Nifno might
mean for India’s monsoon

Setting the El Nino years since 1950 ag

he U.S. National
Oceanic and At
mospheric  Ad-
ministration
onfirmed  this
Nifio has
formed in the equatorial
Pacific Ocean, and placed
the odds at about 63% that
it will strengthen into a
“very strong” — colloquial-
ly, a “super” — event by the
northern winter. India’s
June rainfall, until the 16th,
is roughly 35% below nor-
mal. The combination has
revived a question that re
turns with every El Nifo
year: how reliably do the
strongest of these events
translate into a failed In
dian monsoon?

An El Nifio is the period
ic warming of the central
and eastern equatorial Pac:
ific that tends to weaken
the South Asian monsoon
and whose potency is mea-
sured by how far sea-sur-
face temperatures in a refe-
rence patch of the Pacific
climb above their long-
term average.

D.S. Pai, Chief Forecas-
ter at the India Meteorolc
ical Department’s (IMD)
Regional Meteorological

“entre in Chennai, set out
departure
‘weak,’ I-1.5” is
‘moderate,’ is
‘strong’, and anything
beyond 2° is ‘very strong.
He added that some for
casts gest the current
event could approach a re
cord of around A

The trade winds that
normally drive warm sur-
face water westward to
wards Asia weaken; the

confirmed an El Nifio
has formed, with high
odds

= India’s current rainfall deficit

mostly local and cannot reliably

entire season’s final outcome

= Roughly 60% of El Nifio years p

deficient rainfall, often leading
agricultural deficits
= The Indian Ocean Dipole:

eastern Pacific warms,
which in turn slackens the
s further generating a
loop that ampli
fies the anomaly. Scientis
note that a warmer base-
line ocean, the result of
erm climate change,
s raised the heat availa
ble to recent events, mak:
ing them more inte
than earlier ones.
In the long term howe
such events remain
rare. Only a handful, the
instrumental record
shows, have cro:
threshold
, 1997-98 and 2015-16.

1 Nifio also follows a
consistent calendar, which
bears directly on its mon-
soon impact. “It star
one spring season, peaks
in the winter, and very fast
it weakens in the next
spring,” Pai said, noting
that an event very occa-

sionally persists into a se-
cond year. Because the
warming establishes only
in spring and matures la
ter, he said, its suppressing
effect on the monsoon is
felt mainly in the middle
and later part of the June-
September s rather
than at its start. June rain
fall and the pace of onset,
he added, are governed lar-

al and regional
factors — so a weak June,
including the present
shortfall, is not by itself a
reliable guide to the
season.

The 1982-83 El Nifio was
assoclated with severe
drought and bushfires in
Australia and dry condi-
tions across Indonesia. The
1997-98 event drove severe
forest fires and choking
haze across Indonesia and
Southeast Asia, killed an
estimated one-sixth of the

ound 10

pped

world’s coral, and helped
push global temperatures
to a record. The 201516
episode triggered mass
bleaching of the Great Bar-
rier Reef, made 2016 the
warmest year then record-
ed, and catalysed severe
drought and food shortag:
es across southern and
eastern Afric:
Paradoxically, the 1997-
98 El Nino actually brought
2% more rains than usual
for India’s summer mon
soon months. This was due
to an effect in the Indian
Ocean, called the Indian
Ocean Dipole, that brought
in warm water pools, coun-
tering the Pac induced
dryi Since then, fore-
casters have consistently
watched for the Dipole’s
waxing and waning.
One of the reasons, IMD
Director General, M. Mo
hapatra has said, for a

1to outright de

inst IMD's long-period rainfall series shows that. of roughly two dozen such year:
al monsoon and @ i

monsoon deficit this year
is that the Dipole won’t be
strong enough to counter
the Nifio.

long-period rainfall series
shows that, of roughly two
dozen such years, about 15
produced a below-normal
monsoon and around 10
tipped into outright defi-
ciency, i.e. seasonal rain-
fall below 90% of the long-
period average. This corre-
lation is strong enough to
shape food and fiscal plan:

Several of India’s worst
droughts were in El Nifio
years, among them 1972,

and 201
Iso redistri

butes the world's tropical
cyclones rather than simp-
ly adding to them. NOAA's
research arm notes that
the warming generally sup-
presses Atlantic hu
activity by stren;
vertical wind shear — the
change in wind speed and
direction with height that
can tear a developing
storm apart — while mak
ing conditions more fa-
vourable for hurricanes in
the central and eastern
Pacific. The effect tends to

ale with the event’s
strength.

For the basins closer to
Asia, the signal runs the
other way: forecasters note
that during an El Nifo, the
odds of a Pacific storm in
tensifying into a super ty-
phoon rise appreciably,
though such systems typi-
cally recurve towards East
Asia and the Americas
rather than the Indi
subcontinent.




The United States’ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) confirmed

this month that an AR\ R EER () e Cle Bia R CRLe|IET 0o E1 B2 T6VilY, and placed the odds
at about that it will Jagelqds SR ist o = g 8 (0)sl=4ff — colloquially, a “super” —

event by the northern winter. India’s June rainfall, until 16th June, is roughly EEx/as[=
m. The combination has revived a question that returns with every El Nifio year: how
reliably do the strongest of these events translate into a failed Indian monsoon?

Monsoon missing: Rain deficit jJumps to 46%,
revival awaited

India's southwest monsoon has begun with a ‘LY I NI E T Yo Eildly, with El Nino and a

sluggish wind flow keeping the showers away. The IMD expects conditions to improve in

the final week of June as the EleJy ElRR LSS T (e L ET BT R WAV ET JET TR .
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THE EL NINO PHENOMENON

that tends to weaken the South Asian monsoon and whose potency is measured by how far Nowﬁé

sea-surface temperatures in a reference patch of the Pacific climb above their long-term

Equatorial

winds gather
warm water pool
toward the west.

Cold water
along South
American
coast.

beyond 2 degrees as ‘ﬁy Strong.i “People call that very strong ... as you wish, super,” he
told The Hindu, adding that some forecasts suggest the current event could approach a YEAR

o’
record of around 2.5 deéreesl ,>'<

Easterly winds ___

weaken. Warm

water to move
eastward.

EL N|NO b & Warmer

winter




El Nifio also follows afconsistent calendarjwhich bears directly on its monsoon impact. “It
[starts in one spring season, peaks in the winter, and very fast it weakens in the

Dr. Pai said, noting that an event very occasionally persists into a second

year. Because the warming establishes only in spring and matures later, he said, its

suppressing effect on the monsoon is felt mainly in the middle and later part of
the Iune—September L{s=R{elsl rather than at its start. June rainfall and the pace of onset,

he added, are governed largely by local and regional factors — so a weak June, including the
present 35% shortfall, is not by itself a reliable guide to the season.
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sixth of the world’s coral, and helped push global temperatures to a record. Th DG




Paradoxically, the 1997-98 El Nifio actually brought more rains — 2% more — than what'’s
usual for India's summer monsoon months. This was due to a counteracting effect in the

watched for the Dipole’s waxing and waning — particularly during El Nifio monsoons — to
estimate how much of it can be buffered. One of the reasons, IMD Director General, M.
Mohapatra has said, for a monsoon deficit this .{ear is that the Dipole dn't be strong

enough to counter the Nino. (Neutv =3 ( Pornive T o0 &

The other ocean that matters is closer to home. The [[pls[ElaRelel=E1aRb] o] [Tt =R-1=5
saw of warm and cool water between the western and eastern Indian Ocean, is
[ CIA TN E], neither helping nor hurting. v

:\Madden-Julian Oscillation, or MJOJ ¢}vast pulse o? cloud and rain
that travels eastward around the equator every 30 to 60 daysh [BLTelglellgls eIy
where it sits, it can flood India with showers or starve it of them. For now, it offers
little help.




WHEN THE TAPS MIGHT OPEN AGAIN :
x

| There is reason not to despair. The IMD expécts conditions to turn favourable in

the final week of June, when thé SeInEIREMER L= g (V| AIWALEVEIRYITe| that hauls
ISR RGEVANEERRSEE), is forecast to strengthen.




ush A CRARSn 7 Isince 1950 against IMD'’s long-period rainfal ISt g s

that, of roughly — the exact count depends on how the weaker
events are classified — abou lﬁvproduced a below-normal monsoonl St E Nl

[mho)olLs BiatdeRelbing 4 sifa Dl (=018, defined as seasonal rainfall below 90% of the long-
period average. That is close to three 1>1‘1<five, =jcorrelation strong enough to shape food

and fiscal planningfa@eg§India’s worst droughts fell in El Nifio yearsEintoit

e1972, 1982, 2009, and 2015] 94- 25

The Benchmark: What Counts As Monsoon Deficit?

The India Meteorological Department classifies the
. @ma:f the Long Period Average (LPA)

* \ Deficient: Less than 90 per cent of LPA >'(




The Bigger Concern: Timing, Not Just Total Rainfall

For farmers, the timing of rainfall can be as important as the seasonal total. Even if the

country eventually records near-normal rainfall, prolonged dry spells during sowing can
force repeated planting, increase seed costs and reduce yields.




Mains Practice Question

Q. Examine the impact of El Nifio on Indian agriculture and fiscal planning.
(250 words; 15 marks)
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A platform for the globalised elite

Group of Seve

The grouping of industr

Kallol Bhattacherjee

he 1960s were a period of
restlessness. The
anti-Vietnam war protests
and civil rights agitation
made the Lyndon Johnson
administration uneasy. It was in this
backdrop that Johnson came to
Michigan on May 1964 to deliver his
eat Society’ speech. Johnson quoted
eek philosopher Aristotle to talk
bout how to create prosperity. “The
eat Society” he said, “rests on
abundance and liberty for all. It
demands an end to poverty and racial
injustice, to which we are totally
committed in our time. But that is just
the beginning.

The previous decade had seen the
arrival of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) that mobilised the decolonised
societies. With the upswin
domestic disturbances in the U,
was obvious that the U.S, that had
provided loans and economic
assistance after the Second World Wz
would no longer be able to provide
leadership to the global north on its
own and that it would require support
from the partner countries in the
West. the decolonisation gathered
speed, there was a greater need for the
Global North to team up. Thus was
born the idea of reviving the Global
Economic Governance in favour of the
industrialised economies out of which
would emerge the Group of Seven (G7)
in the following de:

The Global c Governance
(GEG) had been fa nable since the
beginning of the Bretton Woods
system but after nearly a decade of
unrest in western societies, a definite
push came in 1973 when the Yom
Kippur war and hostilities between the
Arabs and Israel triggered the first oil
shock. The oil shock highlighted that
the emerging order would challenge
the domination of the western world.

In this backdrop, the first World

nomic Summit was organised by
French President Giscard d’Estaing
and West Germany’s Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt in 1975 who invited
the leaders of the U.K., Italy, Japan and
the U.S. for a meeting at the Chateau

alised nations, founded in the 1970s, has weathered m:

jjor geopolitical storms across the

a key forum for discussions and decision-making on global conflicts and economic challenge:

de Rambouillet in France. It began as
the Group of Six and in 1976, Canada
joined the grouping, making it the G7.
The economic and financial crises of
that time provided the G7 the agenda
for the foreseeable future as it came to
be known as a platform of
industrialised countries for dealing
with financial challenges.

Beyond economy

The 1970s were the decade of the New
International Economic Order (NIEO)
under which the Global south under
the leadership of the Group of 77 and
NAM demanded the establishment of a
new economic order. Under this
system, developing nations pushed for
a transformation of global financial
institutions such as the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund
to deal with the requirements of the
newly decolonised economies of A:
Africa and Latin America. These
demands, however, had to be adjusted
against the overall power dynamics
between the two superpowers, the

U.S. and the Soviet Union.

The G7 started playing a bigger role
beyond pure economic issues during
the 1980s when it provided a platform
to industrialised countries to
coordinate response to major conflicts
that threatened to interrupt global
supply chains. First was the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan, which was
followed almost simultaneously by the
hostilities between the U.K. and
Argentina over the Falkland islands
and the Iran-Iraq war. It also played an

ive role in dealing with various sides
for the Lebanese civil war. In 1982
when Israel invaded Lebanon, the (
expressed shock on Israel's actions. On
the Falklands dispute, however, it
supported the UK. and warned about
controlling the conflicts in the West
Asian region as they could spill into
larger disruption of energy and
navigation.

Through coordination among the
major economies, G7 for the first time
in 1990 showed that it had acquired
the ability to put economic pressure to
a country that refused to abide by the

ms of the international o

w»

convened a meeting in Houston and
ensured that Hussein would not profit
from forcibly acquiring the enel
wealth of Kuwait. By handling a r
of conflicts in the 1980s, G7 evolved
from the strictly an economic platform
to a strategic international mechanism
that could play a greater role in
maintaining the status quo and avoid
shocks and disruptions to the system.
The end of the Cold War provided
the G7 with the major opportunity to
reinvent itself and this it did by
opening its doors to Russia. Already
during the Iraqi crisis of 1990-91, G7
had succeeded in getting the USSR on
board. The new equation with the
USSR was made evident with the
arrival of Mikhail Gorbachev to the G7
London summit on July 14-16, 1991.
llowing the dissolution of the
USSR, the G7 invited Russian President
Boris Yeltsin on multiple occasions,
indicating a deeper integration of
post-Soviet Russia into the
international financial architecture.

During this period, the G7 also helped
Russia deal with the demands for
transition by supporting it with an
economic package. In 1998, Russia
formally joined the grouping,
transforming it into G8.

France summit
The G7's most visible role in recent
years has been in opposing Russia's
military campaign in Ukraine.
Following Russia’s annexation of
Crimea in 2014, G8 expelled Russiz
reverting the grouping to its earlier
avatar of hat apart, the grouping
has emen.ed as a forum for important
discussions in dealing with issues that
are global in nature and require a
collective action. Among the issues
that the G7 has prioritised are climate
change, pandemic preparedness,
energy security, critical mir Is and
preservation of supply chains. In order
to add , the G7 has
welcomed participation by other
important countries such as India,
South Africa, Brazil, South

Korea, Ukraine and the UAE to its
summit meetings and consultation:

In 52nd G7 summit, held in France
on June N:
Modi had participated. Among the
topics discussed at the summit were
the Ukraine war, the U.S.-Iran deal,
global economic imbalances, Artificial
Intelligence and debt burdens in the
developing countries

As the world deals with major
supply chain disruptions and
uncertainties following the eruption of
the U.S.-Israel war against Iran and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the G7,
with its permanent guest European
Union, has provided an additional
mechanism to discuss difficult issues,
often providing its high power table to
dissect policies that are relevant to the
world order.

This informal meeting allows the

bal leaders a much required
interaction that is not possible within
the confines of the UN. While the
world h: ne through the Cold War
and post-Cold War phases, the G7
remains a continuity as it maintains
the globalised economic structure
without allowing cracks to spread.

20th and 2Ist centuries to remain

THE GIST

-
In the backdrop of the oil
shock, French President
Giscard d'Estaing and West
Germany's Chancellor Helmut
Schmidt in 1975 organised a
summit with leaders from the
UK, ltaly, Japan and the U.S.
in France to discuss economic
challenges

v
It began as the Group of Six
and in 1976, Canada joined the
grouping, making it the G7

v
The economic and financial
crises of that time provided the
G7 the agenda for the
foreseeable future as it came
to be known as a platform of
industrialised countries for
dealing with financial
challenges




Iiid1960s were a period of restlessness. The anti-Vietnam war protests and civi
rights agitatio made the Lyndon Johnson administration uneasy. It was in this backdrop
that Johnson came to Michigan on May 22, 1964 to deliver his ‘Great Society’ speech.

PRSI e kRl larrival of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)j 1iE:is
mobilised the decolonised societies. With the upswing in domestic disturbances in the U.S.

AL IER BT U.S. that had providedfloans and economic assistance afte

on its own and that it would require support from the partner countries in
the West. As the decolonisation gathered speed, there was a greater need for the Global
North to team up. Thus was born the idea of reviving the Global Economic Governance in
favour of the industrialised economie of which would emerge
in the following decade.
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the but after nearly a decade of unrest in western societies, a g
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would challenge the domination of the western world

In this backdrop, the first World Economic Summit was organised by French Rgesident

Giscard dEstaing and West Germany’s Chancellor Helmut Schmidt i N5 invited the
leaders of the U.K,, Italy, Japan and the U.S. for a meeting at the Chateau de Rambouillet in

France. It began as the [€{ojt)sfo) @ and in [EFHEENELER (01l the grouping, making it

the G7. The economic and financial crises of that time provided the G7 the agenda for the
foreseeable future as it came to be known as a platform of industrialised countries for

dealing with financial challenges.




The 1970s were the decade of the NS A=l ge a0y EIRLelalo)ant (4 0) T [ EN]1X0)| under
which the Global south under thended the
establishment of a new economic order. Under this system, developing nations pushed for a
transformation of global financial institutions such as the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund to deal with the requirements of the newly decolonised
economies of Asia, Africa and Latin America. These demands, however, had to be adjusted

against the overall power dynamics between the two superpowers, the U.S. and the Soviet
Union.

The G7 started playing a bigger role beyond pure economic issues during the when it
provided a platform to industrialised countries to coordinate response to major conflicts
that threatened to interrupt global supply chains. First was the
, which was followed almost simultaneously by the hostilities between the

UK. and Argentina over the Falkland islandsphtsRandiran-Iraq war§E Eegn ey Bl

active role in dealing with various sides for the Lebanese civil war. In
, the G7 expressed shock on Israel’s actions. On the Falklands dispute,
however, it supported the U.K. and warned about controlling the conflicts in the West Asian
region as they could spill into larger disruption of energy and navigation.

Through coordination among the major economies, G7 for the first time in 1990 showed that
it had acquired the ability to put economic pressure to a country that refused to abide by the
norms of the international order. As
A i l0) the G7 convened a meeting in Houston and ensured that Hussein would not
profit from forcibly acquiring the energy wealth of Kuwait. By handling a range of conflicts in
the 1980s, G7 evolved from the strictly an economic platform to a strategic international
mechanism that could play a greater role in maintaining the status quo and avoid shocks
and disruptions to the system.




The [Sals Koy ks &) iAWYy provided the G7 with the major opportunity to reinvent itself and

this it did by [ojsfcigilslgisys olo) &R PUIEIS L Already during the Iraqi crisis of 1990-91, G7

had succeeded in j{=unbsl=41s ROLFI &I Mole 16| The new equation with the USSR was
B LRl Earrival of Mikhail Gorbachev to the G7 London summitfoil

July 14-16, 1991.
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on multiple occasions, indicating a deeper integration of post-Soviet Russia into the
international financial architecture. During this period, the G7 also helped Russia deal with
the demands for transition by supporting it with an economic package. In [ERERIESE]




Among the issues that the G7 has prioritised are climate change, pandemic preparedness,
energy security, critical minerals and preservation of supply chains. In order to address these
vital issues, the G7 has welcomed participation by other important countries such as @

Egypt, South Africa, Brazil, South Korea, Ukraine and the UAEFGS &1t X

meetings and consultations.




Mains Practice Question

Q. The Group of Seven (G7) has weathered major geopolitical storms across the 20th and 21st
centuries to remain a key forum for discussions and decision-making on global conflicts and
economic challenges. Discuss. (250 words; 15 marks)
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Stanly Johny

ran’s military on Satur-
lday said it had once

again closed the Strai
of Hormuz, citing “viola-
tions” of the first clause of]
a recently signed memo
randum of understandin;
(MoU) with the U.S., as Is
raeli strikes on Lebano
continued.

“In light of the United
States’ clear breach of its
commitments on ending
the war, and in response to
the continuous and relent-
less violations of the cease-
fire by the Zionist regime in
southern Lebanon..., as
well as considering the fai-
lure of the occupying Zion-
ist forces to withdraw from
southern Lebanon, it is an-
nounced that the Strait of
Hormuz will be closed to
vessel traffic,” Iran’s Kha-
tam al-Anbiya Central

-
More damage: Rescue workers react at the site of an Israeli air
strike in the city of Barish in southern Lebanon on Saturday. REUTERS,

Headquarters said in a
statement.

The announcement
came after Pakistan, which
mediated the ceasefire bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran,
said “technical talks” bet-
ween the two sides were
set to restart in Geneva,
Switzerland, on Sunday.
Talks were expected to res-
ume on Friday, but Iran de-

layed it, citing the Israeli
bombing of Lebanon.

The MoU, reached bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran on
June 15, states that a cease-
fire should come into force
on all fronts, “including Le-
banon”. After the MoU was
signed, Iran had eased res-
trictions on the strait and
U.S. President Donald
Trump had said the critical

waterway was fully open.

The Iranian military
command on Saturday said
the closure of the strait “is
the first step of response to
the enemy’s breach of
trust”. If Israel continued
the attacks on Lebanon,
“further measures will be
planned and taken,” it ad-
ded. Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps also
announced that the strait is
closed and issued a warn-
ing to all ships to back
away. “Do not approach
the Strait of Hormuz; oth-
erwise, your security will
be jeopardised,” the
Guards Navy said in a
statement.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

16 KILLED IN LEBANON

» PAGE 15

WHAT THE AGREEMENT SAYS
» PAGE 13




Fertilizers in focus as Iran

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

or India, which has,

F now focused on
evacuation of bulk
fertilizer carriers from Per-
sian Gulf; the peace deal
and the subsequent an-
nouncement by Iran that it
was closing the Strait on
ments in Lebanon

“ome as a mixed bag.

'th Ir: an, Indla

fully brought back more
than a dozen els, large-
ly carrying ene p
plies. The government has
now earmarked 34 ships

on, including
15 fertilizer-carrying bulk
carriers and one ammonia
carrier serving domestic
fertilizer production, with

ry ng, 50,000 tonne 01
ed the Strait of
days ago and
is scheduled to reach
hnapatnam in Andhra
June 27, as per

n.

Vhile some ships identi-
fied by the government are
untraceable sel-
tracking wel many
are anchored west of the
Strait of Hormuz. Eight of
them are urea carriers
transporting a combined
3.3 lakh tonne, four are

Tying 2.57 lakh tonne of

:
7‘(
:
<
y

The Department of /
culture & Farmers Welfart
essed the fertilizer ne
the Kharif season
about 384 lakh tonne.
rent stoc and at ab

than 200 lakh tonne.

Buffer norm
The government
\ﬂlldald buffer norm is
but this year advance
availability exceeded half
f the total requirement
aided by domestic prodiic-
tion of more than 118 lakh
tonne since the ent cri-
began.

Alm
imports had reached India
during the crisis period,
mostly not from the Strait

t 40 lakh tonne of

of Hormuz, the govern-
ment said. Urea imports
had come from Oman, Ma-
laysia, Vietnam, Georgia
and Russia, among others,
while DAP and NPK im-
ports came from Russia,
Morocco, Egypt, the Unit-
ed States and Jordan,

As per the

ernment, a total o

scheduled to come in]une.

Iran strengthens grip
On Friday, Iran announced
that the Persian Gulf Strait
Authority (PGSA), which it
set up during the war to
the transit of ships
along its coast, 1ld be
the sole official channel for
i transit  re-
ons can be
ebsite.
ip: tran-

submmed viai
Even a:

sig 3
peue deil the Joint Mari-

me lnfc:rmation Center

said a number of vessels
attempting to transit have
been challenged by Sepah
Navy and turned around
midway”.

The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC)
has been informing ships
that the PGSA is the only
authority authorised to
process and permit transit

Tequests. !

asrelated Iranian insuranc-
O dwx H veva,a

s the right t
rance fee in the
dwners will then
be required purchase

industry and submitted to

the International Maritime

Organization.
Iran has insi

for no

close to

ted although ships follow-

ing U.S. Navy guidance had

also been transiting near

the Oman coast. Indian

ted that

reached Dahe]
was among the first
0 exit the Strait af-
ter the peace deal was
annou X
(With input:
parno Ghosh)

om Sapta-
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Lack of investment chapter
in India-UK. trade deal not
a concern, says Muscatelli

EW DELHI

The fact that the India-U.K.
trade deal does not include
achapter on investments is
not a concern since higher
trade and more ease of do-
ing business measures are
what will encourage these
investments anyway, An
ton Muscatelli, president of
the Royal Society of Edi
burgh and UK. trade and
economy expert told The
Hindu in an interview.

The India-U. mpre
hensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA),
igned in July last year, will
be implemented from July
15, 2026. While the agree-
ment covers several as-
pects of trade, including ta
riffs, mobility, and service
sectors, it does not include
specific provisions on in-
vestments like the trade
deals with New aland
and the European Free
Trade Association do.

Enabling framework
‘What trade doe
creates an enablir
work to encourage foreign
direct investment (FDI),
Mr. Muscatelli said.
committing
to FDI as part of a trade
deal might look more di
rect and with more direct
benefits, but in reality
what is really going to drive
in investment in a major
way is going to be those
enabling changes.”

{e added that one of the
most attractive aspects of
the deal was that it would
allow the U.K. to enter In
dia’s financial services s
tor, which is an area of
strength for the UK.

And vice versa, of
course, it encourages entry
into IT services in the U.

ARRANGEMEN

which is a huge area of
strength for India,” Mr.
Muscatelli said. “It is creat-
ing those mutual benefits
that will then drive inv
ment. So, I don’t think not
having a commitment to
mutual investment is ne
cessarily something that
hampers the significance
of the trade deal.

Mr. Muscatelli’s view:
however, are at odds with
the way the European lea
dership views the EU's
trade deal with India

Both, President of the
uropean Commission Ur-
sula von der Leyen and the
iU’s Ambassador to India
Hervé Delphin have sepa-
rately said the EU does not
include a chapter on in-
vestments and that a sepa-
rate  investment-related
deal should be worked on
quickly.

Ease of doing business
Regarding easing doing b
siness, he said that this was
a “journey that India is or
and that companies look:
ing to invest in India are
looking at factors such as
tax compliance, land ac:
quisition and dispute
resolution.

“Some of it is around

some of it is around i
proving India’s infrastruc-

ity, export speed, indus-
trial corridors and logistics
hubs, but it's that last stage
connectivity which is real
ly important,” he said.

t of progress’

It's definitely a journey
but there’s no doubt that
given the size of the inter-
nal market in India, the
ease of doing business to-
gether with these infras-
tructure investments will
really drive foreign direct
investments,” he added

And let’s also not forget
there’s been a lot of pro-
gress made.”

Mr. Muscatelli pointed
out that FDI into India is
now already allowed in
most sectors through the
automatic route and that a
lot of compliance and bu
reaucratic discretion has
been reduced.

“When you talk to com-
panies that are thinking
about investing in India,
they're still looking at
thin around tax com
pliance, land acquisition,
dispute resolution, and all
these things have to be
done, but already quite a
bit has been done,” he

I think India
very much on a journey of
being business ready.
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India-EFTA Trade Pact| Boosting $100 Billion Investment and 1 Million Jobs

wfafe fafa: 11 OCT 2025 12:20PM by PIB Delhi

Economy

India - New Zealand Free Trade Agreement Signed

[y Posted On: 27 APR 2026 5:13PM
,>< [Key Takeaways

« India- New Zealand FTA eliminates duty on 100% of Indian Exports
« USD 20 billion investment commitment, strengthening long-term economic and strategic cooperation.
» The agreement places special emphasis on strengthening MSMEs and women-led enterprises.
India protects its key interests in dairy and agriculture; Huge win for labour intensive sectors like textile and leather.
New Zealand facilitates Health and Traditional Medicine Services for the first time.
Student Mobility and Post Study Work Visa for STEM Graduates, Skilled Professionals; opens new visa pathway for 5,000 skilled occupations.
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Dams in Karnataka across
Cauvery and Tributaries
Karnataka

P Hemavathi |

Harangi

Cuddalore
.
Perambalur

. =
Tiruchirappalli ® Ariyal

— Tributaries
® Cauvery Delta Region’

Frwsaex

Ready for talks with T.N. on
Mekedatu project: Karnataka

arnataka is willing
to hold a bilateral

balancing reservoir project
on the Cauvery 11 the

regulate river
sure more efficient release
to the downstream State.

du Assembly unanimou
adopted a IECOIUIIUI]
moved by Chi r C

As the Mekedatu row ac-
quires a new dimension

vernment’s demand for a
bunal to go into the
rore balancing re-
joir-cum-drinking wa-
ter project, the Cauvery
Water Management Auth-
ority (CWMA) is set to hold
its meeting on June 23.
The statutory body’s
meeting has been sche-

Karnataka is planning a dam over the Cauvery at Mekedatu to mi
the drinking water needs of Bengaluru. 8. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Karnataka
pr

lancing
Mekedatu.

Tug-of-war

Mr. Reddy arnataka
has proposed the Mekeda-
tu project within its territo-
1y across the Cauvery river
primarily to meet the
drinking water require-
ments of the Bengaluru re-

s the eall\' part ol
southwest monsoon and to
he situation in
of the subdued begin
of the rainy season.
As on June 18, the 1

ing point on the inte!
bmdel was about tv
nce Iune 1 against the

the entire momh. thy
is to get 9.19 tmc ft.

gion, regulate release to
Tamil Nadu at Biligundlu,
and generate 400 MW of
hydroelectric power.
Tamil Nadu had ap-
proached the Supreme
Court through a miscella-
neous application in 2018
questioning Karnataka’s
right to proceed with the
project. In its judgment de-
livered on November 13
2025, the apex court rejec

A the proposed M lemand, in 1986, for
kedatu project, the Karn! PHunal to examine the dis

taka government is expec
ed any time to submit a

ory reveals
that Karnataka had, all
along, opposed the consti-
tution of the Tribunal as it
preferred negotiations to
adjudication. It was not
that Tamil Nadu did not
want talks, but it revived its

° )
the plea, hold]’ng that
the Central Water Commis-
sion (CWC) and the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) were

interfere wnth the use of
water allocated to another

petition filed by Tamil Na-
du was subsequently dis-
missed on April 15, 2026,
the Minister noted.

The Minister reiterated
that Karnataka remained
bound by the Cauvery Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal
award, as modified by the
Supreme Court in 2018, to

177.25 tmcft of water to Ta-
mﬂ Nadu at Blhglmdlu ina

for a tri-
ite after almost two do-
the Supreme Court’s direc-

tion, the CWDT was set up
in 1990. The upper ripar-

jections in the Triuns
interim award of 1991 and
final award of 2007, Eight

into being onl

after the
top court i



262

Adjudication of disputes
relating to waters of inter-State
rivers or river valleys

4)

(1) Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to the u
control of the waters of, or in, any inter-State river or river valley.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may by law provide that neither the ¢

other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint as is referred to
[}
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g Bangladeshi among
9 wildlife traffickers

arrested in Assam

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A Bangladesh national was
among nine wildlife traf-
fickers arrested in western
Assam’s Chirang district

midnight on

ssam Police’s Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) ar-
rested the nine with assis-
tance from the Chirang
police. Eight golden lan-
gurs were recovered from
their possession, and one
of them was found dead.
The golden langur is an
endangered species noti-
fied under Schedule I of
the Wildlife (Protection)

Act, 1972, with a blackmar-
ket value of about 16 lakh,
officials sa

The arrested Bangla-

desh national was identi-
fied as Mohammed Jamal.
He said he was from Dhaka
and entered India on June
15. Officials suspect that he
entered the country
illegally.

An STF spokesperson
said five of Jamal’s accom-
plices — Injamamul Hoque
Mondal, Abdul Khalek
Mondal, Fakir Chand Man-
dal, Alomgir Mulla, and La-
tibul Shaikh — are from
West Bengal. The remain-
ing three, identified as
Jackson Biswakarma, Ran-
jit Narzary, and Pinkush
Narzary, are from Assam.

He said the nine were
part of a major internation-

The wildlife traffickers were
trying to smuggle golden
langurs across the border.

al wildlife trafficking net-
work. They were tran-
sporting the primates in
two vehicles, which have
been seized.
Chirang Divisional For-
est Officer Kunjan Basuma-
cages were
nged for the golden
langurs, as they had been
kept in suffocating sacks.
“Considering that a Ban-
gladeshi is involved, we
can call it an international
wildlife trafficking gang.
They had plans to take the
animals to West Bengal
and from there, to the in-
ternational black market,”
he said, adding that the
police and the Forest De-
partment would investi-
gate if more people were
part of the gang.




Gee's golden langur (Trachypithecus geei), also known as simply the golden langur, is
an Old World monkey found in a small region of Western Assam, India and the neighboring Ges'a golden Iangur[”
foothills of the Black Mountains of Bhutan. Long considered sacred by many Himalayan

people, the golden langur was first brought to the attention of the Western world by the

naturalist Edward Pritchard Gee in the 1950s. Adult males have a cream to golden coat

with darl«arﬂarmsw-_mms and juveniles are lighter. The golden langur has a

black face and a long tail up to 100 cm (39 in) in length. It lives in high trees and has a

herbivorous diet of fruits, leaves, seeds, buds, and flowers. The average group size is eight

individuals, with a ratio of several females to each adult male. It is one of the most
¢

- Q Least
- Extinct Concern
|

In 2008-09, there were 6,000 golden langurs in India, which has grown to 7,396 by 2020— ‘ éli( ewl cr
21.14] N

endangered primate species of India and Bhutan.

Endangered (IUCN 3.1)[2]

verv and etvmalosy .. Ccledvle T -2 WPA, 1933
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Kailash Mansarovar Yatra via

Nathu La flagged off in Sikkim

Sikkim Governor Om Prakash Mathur flagged off
the first batch of pilgrims of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra 2026 through the Nathu La
Pass on Saturday. The contingent of 44 pilgrims,
including four liaison officers and a medical
officer, entered Tibet after completing a four-day
acclimatisation programme in Sikkim.
Comprising 32 men and 12 women from States
across India, the group proceeded towards
Gyangze in Tibet Autonomous Region, a key halt
on the route to the revered Mount Kailash and
Lake Mansarovar. The pilgrims were flagged off
from Nathu La by Mr. Mathur in the presence of
senior government officials. e




A e X
This route m Mount Kailash

involves

200km of

A
\Y,

Tawaghat
o) Almora {Q\"

®
Delhi = _Pithoragarh.




8. Pg 12 — Geography & DM

New seismic hazard spott
in Japan’s 2011 quake

Following the 2011 earthquake, 15 minutes after
the main shock, the ground across Japan shifted
east by up to 6 mm. Using satellite data, scientists
have now found this movement was triggered by
ScS waves, seismic waves that travel down from
the earthquake source, bounce off the planet’s
core, and return to the surface. Because these
waves travel nearly verftically, they hit Japan’s
tectonic plate boundaries all at once. The
scientists called this a new seismic hazard,.

Qotll -~ Jep= EQ@
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Bolivia declares state of

emergency; major military<

deployment to foll()\iz

Reuters '/ The conflict initially erupted af-
LA PAZ ter Mr. Paz abruptly cut long-
standing fuel subsidies to shrink
the deficit, amid a worsening dol-
lar crunch and talks with the Inter-

Bolivia’s crisis intensified on Satur-
day as President Rodrigo Paz de-
clared a state of emergency, ena-
bling wider military deployment
to clear blockades and restore or-
der after protests brought the eco-
nomy to a halt over the past 50
days.

The move came in a live mes-
sage to the nation just hours after
Mr. Paz unveiled a deal struck on
Friday with the main union, the
Bolivian Workers’ Confederation,
(COB) that aimed to ease tension.

Despite later steps to stabilise
fuel prices and reverse unpopular
land reforps, protests intensified
into bma.d.er_d;s__mm with un-
ions demanding wage increases,
an end to fuel and dollar shortag
es, and Mr. Paz’s resignation.

key roads, stranding trucks and
choking supplies of food, fuel and
medicines to many areas.
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