


Topics
1. Reconnect public health with people’s needs – Pg

12

2. India’s next challenge – from invention to global
scale – Pg 12

3. Centre tightens norms for FCRA – Pg 1

4. Evident distress – Pg 12

5. India’s patchy industrial climate strategy – Pg 13

Prelims :

1. El Niño – 111 districts of ‘primary concern’ – Pg 19

2. Padma Awards – Pg 16

PIB

1. Auction of critical minerals

2. VOC port

3. INS Kavaratti and Udaygiri at Ho Chi Minh city









Context

• India’s public health policy has increasingly
shifted away from addressing population-
level health needs and towards promoting
individual wellness and digital health
initiatives.

• This shift risks weakening the core objective of
public health: ensuring equitable access to
essential healthcare services.



Changing goals

• Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres (AB-HWCs)

• Introduced in 2018 to strengthen primary
healthcare infrastructure.

• Intended to expand preventive, promotive,
curative, rehabilitative and palliative care
services.

• Existing institutions such as:
• Sub-Centres (SCs),

• Primary Health Centres (PHCs),

• Community Health Centres (CHCs) were
rebranded as “Health and Wellness Centres.”



Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)

Objectives :

• Create a digital health ecosystem.

• Provide every citizen with a unique
Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA)
ID.

• Maintain registries of:

• Patients,

• Health facilities,

• Healthcare professionals.



Wellness vs Health



Beyond the Article





Lost Opportunity

• India established the Semiconductor
Complex Limited (SCL) in the 1970s

• Electronics Corporation of India
Limited (ECIL), 1967

• Simputer ; Developed in 1998, it
anticipated several features later seen in
smartphones and tablets.



Issues



Success story

• Pharmaceutical Industry

• Supercomputing - The PARAM programme demonstrated India's ability 
to develop indigenous high-performance computing capabilities.

• Digital Public Infrastructure



Emerging areas

• AI

• Quantum Computing

• Space Tech



Way forward

• Building innovation ecosystems. 

• Strengthening venture capital availability. 

• Supporting start-ups and manufacturing. 

• Integrating research institutions with industry. 

• Encouraging global market access. 

• Developing robust supply chains.



Practice Question (15 marks)

• Innovation needs the helping hand of ‘scale’ to bring mass revolution.
Elaborate in the context of India’s technological challenges.





Weak Indicators

• The Index of Eight Core Industries grew
only 0.5% in May 2026, the second-lowest
growth rate in 21 months.

• Core sectors such as coal, crude oil, natural
gas, electricity, steel, cement, fertilizers, and
refinery products are key indicators of
economic activity.

• Domestic GST revenues declined 2.6% in
May 2026, while average growth over the past
six months has been only 3.1%, lower than
previous years.



Energy security





Context

• The Union Government has amended the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Rules
(FCRA), 2010 to strengthen oversight of
foreign funds received by NGOs and other
associations.



Mandatory Categorisation of Activities



Mandatory disclosure

• NGOs must disclose:

• Nature of activities undertaken.

• Geographical areas of operation.

• Websites and social media accounts.

• Publications and communication materials.

• The aim is to ensure greater public scrutiny and
traceability of foreign-funded activities.



Expanded Definition of “Key Functionary”

• The amended rules broaden the definition of a
key functionary beyond office-bearers and
directors.

• It now includes:

• Trustees.

• Partners.

• Governing body members.

• Heads of Hindu Undivided Families (HUFs).

• Individuals exercising managerial control over the
organisation.



Stricter Penalties

• The government has separately notified penalties for
FCRA violations.

• Violations include:
• Excess administrative expenditure.

• Speculative investments.

• Misuse of foreign funds.

• Unauthorised receipt or utilisation of foreign contributions.

• Use of funds for unapproved purposes or in unapproved
States/UTs.

• Penalty:
• Up to 30% of the amount misused or ₹1 lakh, whichever

is higher.

• Similar penalties apply when funds are used outside the
approved purpose or geographical jurisdiction.





Context

India’s First Biennial Transparency Report
(BTR-I) submitted to the UNFCCC shows:

• More than 20% of India’s total greenhouse
gas emissions originate from the industrial
sector.

• Manufacturing fuel consumption contributes
around 13% of total emissions.

• Industrial processes and product use
contribute another 9%.



Existing Industrial Decarbonisation Framework

Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT)

• Focuses on improving energy efficiency in energy-
intensive industries. Targets sectors such as:

• Cement,
• Steel,
• Fertilizers,
• Aluminium,
• Petrochemicals,
• Textiles,
• Pulp and paper.

Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS)

• India’s emerging carbon market mechanism. 

• Aims to reduce emission intensity by creating 
tradable carbon credits.



PAT

• Launched: 2012

• Nodal Agency: Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE)

• Parent Mission: NMEEE under NAPCC

• Tradable Instrument: Energy Saving
Certificates (ESCerts)



Issues

• About 55% of industrial emissions come
from explicitly identified sectors.

• More than 40% of industrial emissions
arise from the “non-specific industries”
category.

• These industries:
• Lack clear sub-sector classification.

• Fall outside the direct scope of PAT and
CCTS.

• Are not subject to sector-specific energy
efficiency targets.

• Escape focused regulatory attention
despite their significant emissions.





Prelims







PIB





National Critical Minerals Mission








