


Topics
1. Iran - US framework deal outlines nuclear pledge – Pg 1

2. Health data must drive action, not just headlines – Pg 8

3. Rubio’s remards and the limits of strategic empathy – Pg 8

4. Innovate or be eaten – Pg 8

5. Water security is central for a Viksit Bharat – Pg 9

6. The RBI and its growing fiscal role – Pg 10

7. What does the India-Russia logistics agreement allow? – Pg 10

Prelims :

1. India to meet 3% compressed biogas blending goal for FY 27 – Pg
13

2. India UK announce July 15 as trade deal implementation date – Pg
15

3. Bharat Maritime Insurance Pool – Pg 13

PIB

1. World Day to combat desertification

2. Area coverage under Kharif crops

3. Green Hydrogen certification portal

















Concerns

• Selective data celebration
• Example: Rising obesity or diabetes rates should lead to

targeted health programmes rather than simply becoming
news headlines.

• Commercialisation of Health Challenges

• Problem of Data Lag
• NFHS-6 data were collected during 2023–24.
• Results entered public discussion only in 2026.
Consequences:
• Findings become outdated.
• Governments may dismiss negative indicators as “old

data”.
• Opportunities for timely intervention are lost.

• Delayed Release of Raw Data



International norms

• Conduct regular performance reviews. 

• Compare regions and districts. 

• Identify lagging areas. 

• Allocate resources dynamically. 

• Modify programmes based on evidence.



Way Forward

Action Notes After Every Survey

• Within 30–45 days of survey release:
• National and State governments should publish action plans.

• Responsibilities and timelines should be specified.

State-Level Review Meetings

• Conduct working sessions involving: 
• Health departments 

• Finance departments 

• District officials 

• Researchers 

• Civil society



Integration of Health Databases

• Combine:

• NFHS data

• HMIS (Health Management Information System)

• IHIP (Integrated Health Information Platform)

Early Public Access to Raw Data

• Raw datasets should be released quickly.

• Independent researchers should be able to conduct
rapid analyses.

• Data should be treated as a public good.



Link Findings with Budget Allocation

• Examples:

• Rising NCDs → Higher funding for NCD
prevention and treatment.

• High medicine expenditure → Strengthen public
drug procurement.

• Childhood obesity → Increase spending on school
health and nutrition.

• Importance on accountability



Practice Question (10 marks)

• Discuss the implications of delayed data reports in health. Suggest
measures to increase the impact of periodic health surveys.













Context

• Water is not merely a utility service but a critical determinant of: 

• Public health 

• Economic growth 

• Agricultural productivity 

• Environmental sustainability 

• Human dignity and gender empowerment 

• Water scarcity is an Issue



Govt’s agenda

• Integrated water management approach
encompassing:

• Drinking water

• Sanitation

• River rejuvenation

• Groundwater recharge

• Wastewater management

• Climate resilience

• Significance
• Reflects the principles of Integrated Water

Resources Management (IWRM).

• Aligns with SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation).



Jal Jeevan Mission

• Rural households with tap water increased from
3.23 crore (2019) to 15.8 crore+ (2026).

• Rural tap-water coverage increased from about
17% to over 81%.

Socio-economic Impact

• Reduced drudgery for women.

• Saved more than 5.5 crore person-hours daily.

• Improved:
• School attendance

• Women's participation in economic activities

• Health outcomes

• Household productivity



Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)

• Massive toilet construction.

• Reduction in open defecation.

• WHO estimates over 3 lakh diarrhoeal
deaths averted (2014-2019).

Broader Benefits

• Improved dignity and safety for women.

• Better sanitation behaviour.

• Transition toward:

• Solid waste management & Liquid waste
management under SBM-Grameen 2.0.



Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari Initiative

• More than 1.55 crore rainwater harvesting
and recharge structures reportedly
created.

• Important because:

• India is the world's largest groundwater user.

• Nearly 60% irrigation and 85% rural drinking
water depend on groundwater.



Namami Gange

• Sewage treatment capacity increased to
4,260 MLD.

• Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) reduced
significantly.

• Effluent discharge reduced substantially.





Context

• Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) transferred
a record surplus of ₹2.87 lakh crore to
the Union Government for FY26.

• RBI is increasingly becoming a significant
contributor to government finances, raising
questions about:

• Central bank independence

• Fiscal centralisation

• Federalism and fiscal devolution

• The evolving role of the RBI in India's fiscal
architecture



Why significant?

• The transfer exceeds the annual budgets
of several Indian States.

• It provides substantial fiscal space to the
Union Government without:

• Raising taxes,

• Borrowing more,

• Cutting expenditure.



Source of earnings

Foreign Exchange Operations

• Purchase and sale of foreign currency.

• Gains from exchange-rate movements.

Reserve Management

• Large holdings of foreign assets.

• Gold reserves.

Interest Income

• Earnings from government securities.

• Investments in foreign bonds and assets.



• RBI balance sheet increased to approximately
₹91.97 lakh crore by March 2026.

• Increase of over 20% in one year.

• Gross income grew by more than 26%.

• RBI may have sold nearly $12 billion worth of
gold. Purchased approximately $7.5 billion in
foreign currency assets during reserve
rebalancing.



Cause for concern

• Excessive dependence on central bank
earnings may blur the distinction between:

• Monetary policy,

• Fiscal policy.

• Question of federalism









Prelims











PIB










