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A strategic compromise

Iran keeps the Strait of Hormuz open. 

Hostilities across multiple fronts, including Lebanon, are 
halted. 

Iranian assets are unfrozen and sanctions eased. 

Iran commits to limits on nuclear activities. 



What was the JCPOA

• The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), widely known as the
Iran Nuclear Deal, was a landmark
agreement between Iran and the P5+1
(the US, UK, France, Russia, China, plus
Germany) and the EU.



What has the war indicated

Failure of military solutions – Ukraine, Gaza, 
Lebanon etc

Political agreements and diplomacy are the only 
viable route for durable peace

Increased cost of war



Key outcomes

Fragile deal

Stronger Iran

The divided Gulf

Emboldened China and 
Russia

Prominent Pakistan



Implications for India

• Multi Alignment

• Need for energy security

• Need for Economic Reforms





A permanent agreement could contribute to:

• Regional stability, 

• Reduced military tensions, 

• Lower risks of escalation in West Asia.



Why is Israel uncomfortable?

• Fear of Iran’s Reintegration

• The “Iran Threat” Benefited Israel

• Shift from Iran to Palestine





Major challenges

• U.S. sanctions on Iran.

• Release of frozen Iranian assets (estimated at
over $100 billion).

• Future of Iran’s nuclear enrichment programme.

• Security arrangements in Lebanon and the wider
region.

• Iran’s assertion of sovereignty over the Strait of
Hormuz.



Limitations of U.S

• Military limitations



Global energy markets

Countries may expand:

• Strategic petroleum reserves, 

• Energy diversification strategies, 

• Alternative transport routes.







• The World Health Organization (WHO) classifies
Nipah virus as a priority pathogen because of:

• High fatality rates,

• Human-to-human transmission potential,

• Pandemic risk.

Kerala’s vulnerability stems from:

• Human encroachment into forest ecosystems,

• Habitat disturbance of fruit bats,

• Increased human-wildlife interaction.





Context

• Shiv Sena split (2022) in Maharashtra. 

• Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) split (2023). 

• Congress MLAs joining BJP in Goa (2022). 

• AAP Rajya Sabha MPs joining BJP (2026). 

• Current controversy involving Trinamool Congress MPs seeking merger 
with NCPI.



Major Features of the 52nd Amendment Act, 1985
Anti – Defection Law

• The amendment inserted the Tenth Schedule into the Constitution.

• Grounds for Disqualification
• A legislator could be disqualified if:
• 1. Voluntarily Giving Up Membership

• Not limited to formal resignation.
• Conduct indicating disloyalty could amount to defection.

• 2. Voting Against Party Whip
• If a member:

• Votes contrary to party directions, or
• Abstains without prior permission.

• 3. Independent Members
• Disqualified if they joined a political party after election.

• 4. Nominated Members
• Allowed six months to join a party.
• Joining after six months attracted disqualification.



Original Exceptions under the Tenth Schedule

Initially, two major exceptions existed:

(a) Paragraph 3 — Split Exception
Protected legislators if one-third members formed a separate
faction.

Recognised internal divisions within legislative parties.

Problem:
Extensively misused for engineered defections.

Encouraged factional politics and instability.

(b) Paragraph 4 — Merger Exception
Provides protection when two-thirds legislators agree to
merge with another party.

Still continues after constitutional reforms.



91st Amendment 2003

Paragraph 3 (“split” exception) was deleted.

• Reasons:

• Recommendations of:

• Dinesh Goswami Committee,

• 170th Law Commission Report.

• Constitutional implication:

• Parliament intentionally moved away from
legitimising internal fractures within legislative
parties.

• It restored primacy to the “political party” rather
than the “legislature party.”



Key Question

• Can two-thirds of legislators merge themselves into
another party without the original political party
formally merging?

Competing Interpretations

• Strict Interpretation:

• Only a merger of the original political party qualifies
under Paragraph 4.

• Legislature members alone cannot engineer a merger.

• Practical Interpretation:

• Two-thirds of legislators can claim merger protection
even without a formal party merger.

• This ambiguity has generated frequent litigation.







Urban water crisis

• Rapid urbanization has outpaced water
infrastructure.

• Cities have expanded beyond the capacity of
existing water systems.

Traditional water bodies such as:

• Lakes,

• Tanks,

• Ponds,

• Stormwater channels, have been encroached
upon or degraded.

• Excessive groundwater extraction has weakened
urban water security.



Quantity and Quality



Solutions 

Transparent 
Emergency Water 

Planning

Reduce Water 
Losses

Manage Demand 
Efficiently

Protect Water 
Quality During 

Shortages

Reuse and Recycle 
Wastewater



Practice Question (10 marks)

• ‘Water shortage in urban areas is a human problem and not an
environmental problem.’ Elucidate with probable solutions.





Major Findings

• Forests with a higher proportion of poor
households and greater dependence on
fuelwood had lower tree-species diversity.

• Forests where communities had access to
alternative livelihoods such as farming and
other income sources exhibited higher
biodiversity and tree-species diversity.



Poverty matters

Poor households often depend heavily on forests for: 

• Fuelwood, 

• Fodder, 

• Timber, 

• Daily subsistence needs. 

• Greater dependence increases pressure on forest ecosystems.



Co-existence vs ‘Fortress Model’

• Approximately 275 million people in India depend
on forests to varying degrees for livelihoods and
daily needs.

Successful Examples

• Ladakh: Snow Leopard Conservancy’s livestock
insurance and homestay initiatives reduced human-
wildlife conflict.

• Maharashtra (Sindhudurg): Mangrove co-
management supports fisheries, ecotourism, and
conservation.

• Arunachal Pradesh: Hornbill nest adoption
programmes transformed former hunters into forest
protectors.



Prelims





• The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is the
premier intergovernmental forum of 23 Member
States and 12 Dialogue Partners bordering the
Indian Ocean.

• Headquartered in Ebene, Mauritius, IORA fosters
regional economic integration, maritime security,
and sustainable development through a unique
tripartite approach of government, business, and
academia.



Key Priority Areas

• Trade and Investment: Promoting freer flow of goods,
services, and investment within the rim.

• Maritime Safety & Security: Combating piracy, illegal
fishing, and protecting vital sea lanes.

• Blue Economy: Sustainable use of ocean resources for
economic growth and improved livelihoods.

• Fisheries Management: Ensuring responsible,
sustainable harvesting of marine life.

• Disaster Risk Management: Coordinating humanitarian
assistance and rapid disaster response.

• Tourism & Cultural Exchange: Promoting the region’s
shared heritage and vibrant tourist economies.

• Cross-Cutting Issues: Academic/Science & Technology
cooperation and Women’s Economic Empowerment.







• GRAPES-3 (Gamma Ray Astronomy PeV EnergieS
phase-3) is a major astroparticle physics
observatory located in Ooty, India, and operated by
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR).

• It is designed to study high-energy cosmic rays and
atmospheric phenomena using an extensive array of
particle detectors.



PIB








