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1.Pg 8,9 & 11 —GS Ill (E&E)

orld Environment Day was established in 19720 ARG RNE (o] =18 (g [-]

Stockholm Conference on the Human EnvironmentfGCa IV R E V4B (gF- 1@ E=Te

resulted from discussions on the integration of human interactions and the

environment. One year later, in 1973, the first WED was held with the theme "Only

one earth".[®]




This tension shaped the Stockholm Conference. [[felE RIS E@ 1T [[ERCE s [ TR ae=llo (<o Rial-X oo gi {=I¢=Iple=N alo R [N I
argued that poverty and environmental degradation are closely linkedliglERIaiCIa%=lgideTal o=\ Vo lte RIa IV =R g EYK=IelViTgeTa[nalTaj =18

protection was not framed as anti-development.

The conference led to :

e Stockholm Declaration with 26 principles
e Action Plan for the Human Environment
¢ Creation of the United Nations Environment Programme

Core ldea

The Stockholm Declaration recognised that g[aElaR eI ale N s ENRd st=Wale| o1 (oM IZ=RT RETa W01l e o pa = gl A el e [VEL L Ao [Te ol avA= T To RV E

At the same time, it said that [UERSE SR ENIC N1 oo o[ 1o]| (YA (el o] do)¢=Yei &= aTo NlaaTe (/=R a-X=1a Vi e TaTaal=lali fOr present and future

generations.

This balance between rights and duties became a major theme of environmental law later.
The Declaration linked environment with:

e Human dignity

¢ Development

» Natural resources

¢ Pollution control

e Wildlife protection

¢ Intergenerational equity
¢ International cooperation
e State responsibility




UNEP

One of the most important outcomes of the Stockholm Conference was the creation of the United Nations Environment
Programme.

UNEP became the main global environmental body within the United Nations system. It coordinates international
environmental action, supports environmental treaties, publishes assessments and helps countries develop environmental

policies.

UNEP is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya. This was significant because it was one of the first major UN bodies headquartered
in a developing country.




Impact on India

The Stockholm Conference had a major impact on India’s environmental governance.
After the conference, India amended the Constitution through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976. This added:

e Article 48A: The State shall protect and improve the environment and safeguard forests and wildlife.
e Article 51A(g): Every citizen has a fundamental duty to protect and improve the natural environment.

The Stockholm Declaration also influenced later Indian environmental laws, especially the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986. This Act was enacted after the Bhopal Gas Tragedy and also drew constitutional support from Article 253, which
allows Parliament to make laws for implementing international agreements and conventions.

Major Indian laws influenced by the post-Stockholm environmental framework include:

e Water Act, 1974

e Air Act, 1981

e Environment Protection Act, 1986

e Forest Conservation Act, 1980

o Wildlife Protection strengthening measures

e Environmental Impact Assessment framework




A curated compilation of articles, on the Editorial and Opinion pages, to mark World E

ironment Day on June 5

Funding India’s climate future, a trillion-dollar question

here is one figure that should
command the attention of every
policymaker, banker, and financial
xpert in India. India will require
162.5 trillion — roughly $2.5 trillion — by 2030 to
meet its Nationally Determined Contributions.
Over the longer term, the cost of achieving
net-zero emissions by 2070 is estimated at $10.1
i nearly three times India’s current GDP.

T ot a counsel of despair. India has more
tools to bridge this gap than it has deployed so
far. But doing so requires a clear financing
strategy and the institutional resolve to build
mechanisms that can mobilise capital at scale.

The financing gap
Decarbonising just four sectol steel, cement,
power, and road transport, which together
account for more than half of India’s carbon
emissions — will require $467 billion in additional
capital expenditure between 2022 and 2030,
roughly $54 billion annually, or 1.3% of GDP.
These are sectors where the private sector will
not lead without strong regulatory incentives,
because the economics of green steel and green
nply do not yet work without policy

By 2030, developing economies are estimated
toneed $5 trillion to $6 trillion for climate action.
The developed world promised $100 billion
annually at Paris — and missed 'he Baku New
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) commits $300
billion by 2035 — which India rightly considers
insufficient. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s
own Report on Currency and Finance estimates
that India needs an additional annual investment
of at least of GDP for green financing until
20:

The international community will not fill this
gap on India’s behalf. The honest answer is that
India must mobilise most of it from within.

India is not starting from zero. By the end of
2024, India had issued $55.9 billion in green,
social, sustainability, and sustainability-linked
debt — a 186% rise since 2021. Green debt leads,
making up 83% of the total, with most funds
directed to clean energy and transport. Sovereign
green bonds worth ¥477 billion have helped
benchmarks and boost investor confidence. This
is genuinely impressive.

The instruments exist. The challenge is
deploying them at scale. India already has green
bonds, sovereign green bonds,
sustainability-linked bonds, blended finance
structures, transition finance instruments and
infrastructure investment trusts. What is missing
is the connective tissue: a taxonomy, a guarantee
architecture, a liquidity mechanism, and the
regulatory incentives that make green finance
cheaper than brown finance.

‘The most significant shift in India’s

Balakrishna
Pisupati

Head of the United
Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
office in India

India’s
bottleneck is
not funding,
but the
institutional
architecture
needed to
move it where
it is needed

climate-finance landscape in 2025 did not occur
at a climate conference but in Mint Street. In
2025, the RBT's Climate Finance and Management
of Climate Change s Directions for
Commercial Banks and Small Finance Banks
established a comprehensive framework
requiring banks to integrate climate risks into
their lending and risk-management practices.
Importantly, eligible green activities
can qualify as priority sector lending
(PSL), while investments in sovereign
green bonds are also recognised
under the framework.

This is a bigger deal than it looks.
PSL requirements are one of the most
powerful levers that the RBI holds
over bank behaviour. Currently, for
every 10,000 crore in loans, banks must ensure
34,000 crore of PSL.

The RBI can and must go further. It has
proposed accepting sovereign green bonds as
collateral with more flexibility in margin
requirements and adjusting reserve requirements

s to green sectors. The next
frontier is differentiated capital requirements
based on climate ris ssentially, making brown
lending more capital-intensive and green lending
less so.

The RBI’s Climate Risk Information System on
climate-related financial risks for commercial
banks, and its inclusion of sustainable finance in
its regulatory sandbox, are steps in the right
direction.

The next critical step is a comprehensive
climate stress-testing framework for Indian banks
— one that assesses the flood risk of a loan
portfolio in Bihar as rigorously as it evaluates
credit risk.

The taxonomy unlocks everything else
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced
in the Union Budget 2024-25 that India would
develop a climate-finance taxonomy. This is the
foundation of the entire ecosystem. Without a
clear legal definition of what counts as “green”,
green bonds cannot be credibly verified, PSL
classifications remain questionable, international
investors cannot make compliance claims, and
regulators cannot effectively curb greenwashing.

The Ministry of Finance’s Climate Finance
Taxonomy and the Ministry of Steel's Green Steel
Taxonomy will facilitate standardised sustainable
investments and boost investor confidence.

The international climate finance system has
one instrument that India has chronically
underused: blended finance — the strategic use of
public or concessional funds to de-risk private
investment. Financial instruments such as green
bonds, climate funds, and blended finance
models are important in mobilising capital for
sustainability initiatives, and unlocking
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investment at scale will help drive long-term
resilience in India’s most climate-sensitive
sectors.

Here is the arithmetic that makes blended
finance so compelling. A first loss guarantee of
$100 million from a public source can unlock
$500 million to $1 billion in private co-investment
in solar, offshore wind, green hydrogen, or

climate-resilient agriculture, because
it absorbs the risk that private capital
finds unacceptable. It needs a
capitalisation injection and an
expanded mandate to get there.

‘Where the finance gap is most
acute
One dimension of India’s climate
finance challenge that receives almost no
attention is its federally disaggregated nature.
Climate adaptation — the kind of finance that
protects coastal villages in Odisha,
drought-proofing in Vidarbha, or spring
rejuvenation in the Himalayas — is delivered at
the State level. But States have neither the
borrowing capacity nor the institutional
infrastructure to access international climate
Kerala have shown that
ambitious State-level climate programming is
possible. The financing architecture needs to
catch up with the ambition.

There are four things that India must do now.
First, finalise and enact the Climate Finance
Taxonomy without further delay. It is the single
most leveraged action available.

Second, the RBI must move from enabling
green finance to mandating it — through
differentiated capital requirements, mandatory
climate s testing for banks, and expanded
PSL targets that include climate adaptation
alongside mitigation.

Third, establish a State Climate Finance
Facility, capitalised for example, by the Union,
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD), and international
sources, to give States and municipalities genuine
access to green debt markets.

Fourth, scale sovereign green bond issuances
rapidly and embed them in the SLR framework to
deepen the domestic market and attract foreign
capital

India’s climate-finance challenge is large and
urgent, but not insurmountable. The instruments
exist, the regulatory framework is taking shape,
and capital is available. What is missing is not
money, but the institutional capacity to deploy it
atscale. Fixing that is the work of the Budget
cycles. The country that solves this challenge
fastest will shape the future of climate finance in
the developing world.

The views expressed are personal
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The taxonomy unlocks everything else

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in the Union Budget 2024-25
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through differentiated capital requirements, mandatory climate stress testing for banks, and
expanded PSL targets that include climate adaptation alongside mitigation.

Third, establish a SEABInEICRG IEI (WP (6118}, capitalised for example, by the Union,
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), and international sources,

to give States and municipalities genuine access to green debt markets.
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Mains Practice Question

Q. The international community will not fill the climate finance gap on India’s behalf. The honest
answer is that India must mobilize most of it from within. Critically examine.
(250 words; 15 marks)



The power of mangroves over seawalls

hen Cyclone Dana

made landfall

near Bhitarkanika

on Odisha’s coast,
the region’s mangroves quietly
provided a form of protection that
billions of rupees in coastal infras-
tructure often struggle to deliver:
reducing climate impacts while
strengthening ecosystems and li-
velihoods. Across India’s coastline,
mangroves, seagrass meadows,
and coral reefs are already helping
communities adapt to rising cli-
mate risks. Yet seawalls, groynes,
and embankments continue to
dominate adaptation spending,
even though they can be costly to
maintain and sometimes transfer
risks elsewhere. Despite their pro-
ven benefits, these ecosystem-
based interventions are rarely re-
cognised as Ecosystem-based
Adaptation (EbA), limiting their
visibility in adaptation planning
and finance.

For millions living along India’s
coastline, climate change is alrea-
dy a lived reality. From rising sea
levels across the Arabian Sea and
the Bay of Bengal to saline intru-
sion, intensifying cyclones and
storm surges, climate change is
multiplying threats along India’s
11,000-kilometre coastline. These
interacting hazards not only resh-
ape the ecologically fragile coastal

landscape but also directly upend
the lives, livelihoods and homes of
around 250 million people. In this
context, EbA offers a promising
strategy for reducing climate risk
while sustaining the ecosystems
that support fisheries, agriculture,
and tourism.

India’s coastal adaptation land-
scape reveals a stark preference
for engineered measures such as
seawalls, groynes, embankments,
and tetrapods. This preference is
also reflected in public spending.
While coastal States spent 2,641
crore on hard protection mea-
sures over the last decade, the Na-
tional Coastal Mission’s budget fell
from %195 crore in 2022-23 to T50
crore in 2024-25. Although grey
measures remain necessary and
effective in many high-density ur-
ban contexts, they are expensive
to maintain and can displace un-
derlying risks rather than resolve
them. In Kerala, for example, hard
armouring along eroding coas-
tlines has protected specific sites
while accelerating erosion and
damage in adjacent areas.

Untapped adaptation asset
EbA uses biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services to help people adapt
to climate change.

India’s coastline hosts a range of
ecosystems, including mangroves,

e P %

Green refuge: Across India’s coastline, mangroves, seagrass meadows, and coral
reefs are already helping communities adapt to rising climate risks. GETTY IMAGES

seagrasses, coral reefs, and wet-
lands, that act as natural buffers
against climate impacts. Research
identifies India as a global ‘hot-
spot’ for coastal EbA, with man-
groves protecting more people per
hectare than almost any other
country. Yet this ecological shield
remains an underutilised asset in
India’s climate resilience strategy.
The benefits of EbA are already
visible on the ground. In the Sun-
darbans, for instance, over 18,000
‘women restored 4,600 hectares of
mangroves, blunting the devasta-
tion of cyclones Amphan and
Yaas. The restoration also streng-

thened livelihoods through activi-
ties such as honey collection and
crab farming, highlighting EbA’s
social and economic co-benefits.
EbA remains peripheral to In-
dia’s adaptation agenda. Frag-
mented mandates, weak monitor-
ing, and a preference for visible
infrastructure often leave ecosys-
tem-based interventions buried
within broader sectoral pro-
grammes rather than recognised
as adaptation in their own right.
The most overlooked barrier,
however, is the ambiguity sur-
rounding the term EbA. The policy
space is crowded with overlapping

concepts such as Nature-based So-
lutions (NbS), Ecosystem-based
Coastal Adaptation (EbCA), Eco-
system-based Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (Eco-DRR), and other ecosys-
tem-centred approaches, creating
uncertainty about what qualifies
as EbA. Additionally, many ecosys-
tem-based interventions are im-
plemented through broader deve-
lopment,  conservation,  or
restoration programmes, with
their adaptation benefits rarely as-
sessed or recorded separately. Asa
result, many coastal EbA interven-
tions remain con-
cealed within sectoral
initiatives or generic
policy categories,
making India’s coastal
EbA portfolio appear
much weaker than it
truly is.

‘Why classification matters
The Mangrove Initiative for Shore-
line Habitats & Tangible Incomes
programme illustrates the discon-
nect. It aims at restoring 540
square kilometres of mangroves
across nine States. Although de-
signed to protect coastal commun-
ities from the impacts of climate
change, it is primarily framed as a
restoration programme.

Without clear recognition and
classification, many EbA interven-
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tions remain fragmented across
different labels and schemes.
Clear classification helps identify,
monitor, and evaluate adaptation
outcomes while ensuring that the
socio-economic benefits of EbA
are properly reflected in planning
and finance. This matters even
more as the Global Goal on Adap-
tation has renewed attention to
how adaptation outcomes are
measured and reported. Without
clear ways of identifying and track-
ing EbA interventions, India risks
undercounting some of its most ef-
fective climate
responses.

While this may ap-
pear to be a question
of terminology, it car-
ries real policy conse-
quences. For better
adaptation action, In-
dia must move from
dispersed projects to a coherent
strategy that embeds EbA within
coastal planning and adaptation
policy. The challenge is no longer
whether ecosystem-based adapta-
tion works but whether our policy
frameworks are prepared to recog-
nise, measure, and scale it. By op-
erationalising EbA as a core cli-
mate and development strategy,
India can reposition its natural
capital as one of its most resilient
and equitable lines of defence.




\WaECyclone Dana made landfall near Bhitarkanika on Odisha’s coastgits

region’s mangroves quietly provided a form of protection that billions of rupees in coastal
infrastructure often struggle to deliver: reducing climate impacts while strengthening
ecosystems and livelihoods. Across India’s coastline, mangroves, seagrass meadows, and
coral reefs are already helping communities adapt to rising climate risks. Yet seawalls,
groynes, and embankments continue to dominate adaptation spending, even though they
can be costly to maintain and sometimes transfer risks elsewhere. Despite their proven
benefits, these ecosystem-based interventions are rarely recognised as Ecosystem—based
Adaptation (EbA), limiting their visibility in adaptation planning and finance.

For millions living along India’s coastline, climate change is already a lived reality. From
rising sea levels across the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal to saline intrusion,
intensifying cyclones and storm surges, climate change is multiplying threats along India’s

IR0 R 1[0 IR R EE 013 5. These interacting hazards not only reshape the ecologically
fragile coastal landscape but also directly upend the lives, livelihoods and homes of around
250 million people. In this context, EbA offers a promising strategy for reducing climate risk

while sustaining the ecosystems that support fisheries, agriculture, and tourism.

India’s coastal adaptation landscape reveals a stark preference for engineered measures
such as seawalls, groynes, embankments, and tetrapods. This preference is also reflected in

public spending. While [(eEEIRIE 1R ol s #N ARG 0= on hard protection measures
over the last decade, the NEI&() s EIROGER &1 BV VTS (09K Ro )0 L6 (< # (|| from 3195 crore in 2022-

23 to 350 crore in 2024-25. Although grey measures remain necessary and effective in many

high-density urban contexts, they are expensive to maintain and can displace underlying
risks rather than resolve them. In Kerala, for example, hard armouring along eroding
coastlines has protected specific sites while accelerating erosion and damage in adjacent

areas.
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e The Sundarbans is the

India’s Mangrove Cover

 As per the Indian State of Forest Report (ISFR)

2023, India's mangrove cover is around 4,992 sq.
km, constituting 0.15% of the country's total
geographical area.

* Major mangrove ecosystems are found in Odisha

(Bhitarkanika), Andhra Pradesh (Godavari-Krishna
delta), Gujarat, Kerala, and the Andaman Islands.

largest contiguous
mangrove forest in the world, while Bhitarkanika is
the second largest in India.



Untapped adaptation asset

EbA uses biodiversity and ecosystem services to help people adapt to climate
change.

India’s coastline hosts a range of ecosystems, including
against climate impacts.
identifies India as a global ‘hotspot’ for coastal EbARG:
more people per hectare than almost any other countryR G L= RIRNEN

remains an underutilised asset in India’s climate resilience strategy.

The benefits of EbA are already visible on the ground. In the , for instance, over
18,000 women restored 4,600 hectares of mangroves, blunting the devastation of
. The restoration also strengthened livelihoods through activities such
as honey collection and crab farming, highlighting EbA'’s social and economic co-benefits.




Why classification matters

The Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats & Tangible Incomes programme

NS e L einiamidaims at restoring 540 square kilometres of mangroves
across nine States. Although designed to protect coastal communities from the

impacts of climate change, it is primarily framed as a restoration programme}




Mains Practice Question

Q. Write a note on India’s mangrove cover and how Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)
through mangroves can help mitigate coastal hazards arising due to climate impact?
(250 words; 15 marks)



When El Nino becomes an economic crisis

ndia often meets the arrival

of extreme heat and erratic

rain with a familiar shrug:

the weather is harsh, the
monsoon is uncertain, and life
must go on. But that response mis-
ses the larger point. If El Nifio re-
turns as forecast, India will not
face merely a weather distur-
bance; it will face a development
crisis in which heat stress, water
scarcity, crop losses, and food in-
flation expose the fragility of the
informal economy.

The U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administration’s
(NOAA) ENSO Diagnostic Discus-
sion Report (2026) states that El
Nifio is likely to emerge soon, with
an 82% chance during May-July
2026 and a 96% chance of continu-
ing through the winter of 2026-27.
India’s own weather office, the In-
dia Meteorological Department
(IMD), in its Long Range Forecast
for the Southwest Monsoon Sea-
son (2026), has projected mon-
soon rainfall at 92% of the long-pe-
riod average, placing it in the

“below normal” category.

That matters because, in India,
climate shocks do not remain con-
fined to the atmosphere. They
move quickly into the labour mar-
ket, the mandi, the household
kitchen, and the city street. A
weak monsoon is not simply a
concern for meteorologists; it is a
warning that rural incomes may
weaken, food prices may rise, and
working hours may shrink. For a
country where a large share of em-
ployment remains informal and
climate-exposed, El Nifio is best
understood as an economic trans-
mission mechanism.

The heat economy

The first channel is heat. Long and
punishing summers reduce the
productivity of workers who can-
not escape outdoor exposure —
construction labourers, delivery
riders, street vendors, and agricul-
tural workers. Climate change af-
fects them the most because they
have the least protection and eco-
nomic security. A hotter India is

Counting clouds: When rainfall becomes uncertain, sowing decisions become riskier,
irrigation costs increase, and groundwater extraction intensifies. FILE PHOTO

not merely a warmer In
India where earning a livelihood
becomes increasingly cult.
Heat stress lowers productivity, re-
duces working hours, and dee-
pens income insecurity for mil-
lions who depend on daily wages.
The second channel is agricul-

ture. A 2026 Reuters report on In-
dia’s monsoon outlook noted that
the southwest monsoon supplies
nearly 70% of the rainfall needed
to water crops and recharge reser-
voirs and aquifers. When rainfall
becomes uncertain, sowing deci-
sions become riskier, irrigation

costs increase, and groundwater
extraction intensifies. For small
and marginal farmers already
struggling with volatile prices and
rising input costs, climatic uncer-
tainty magnifies econom

bility. In that sense, El Nifio is not
merely a climatic event; it is a
shock to the production base of
the rural economy.

The price shock

The third channel is inflation.
Food prices are often
where climate stress
becomes visible to ev-
ery household, not
just farming communi-
ties. According to the
Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Im-
plementation’s Con-
sumer Price Index Press Release
(2026), food inflation rose to 4.2%
in April 2026, raising concerns
that a weaker monsoon could in-
tensify price pressures further. If
rainfall weakens and crop stress
deepens, price pressures can
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quickly spread across vegetables,
pulses, and other essentials. For
policymakers, this creates a diffi-
cult balancing act: the same cli-
mate shock can simultaneously
weaken growth and intensify infla-
tionary pressure:

Urban India is increasingly be-
coming a heat trap due to concre-
tisation and shrinking green cover.
But the burden is unequal. While
wealthier households can adapt
through better housing and cool-
ing, poorer house-
holds face overcrowd-
ing, water scarcity and
prolonged heat expo-
sure. Climate change is
thus widening urban
inequalities.

El Nifio is not mere-
ly a weather event but
a development challenge. India
needs stronger climate adaptation
measures through heat-resilient ci-
ties, worker protection and better
water management. Climate risk is
now economic risk, and its burden
falls most heavily on the poor.

INMENT




India often meets the arrival of extreme heat and erratic rain with a familiar shrug: the
weather is harsh, the monsoon is uncertain, and life must go on. But that response misses

ke gvondlf El Nifio returns as forecast, India will not face merely a weather
WA E S RIS ETEEN A i es5E in which heat stress, water scarcity;,

crop losses, and food inflation expose the fragility of the informal economy.

yitJU.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) ENSO

Diagnostic Discussion Report}(2026) states that El Nifio is likelyjtoJanta sl

with an 82% chance during May-July 2026 and a 96% chance of continuing through the

winter of 2026-27. India’s own weather office, the |isliE RV Eloi o) (o] (o1 DI E g a 0a sl o)

@0%1)) in its Long Range Forecast for the Southwest Monsoon Season (2026), has projected

monsoon rainfall at E2ALYe) §i Rl slegsol=la (oJs V(S 1e=, placing it in the “below normal”

category.




The heat economy

The . Long and punishing summers reduce the

who cannot escape outdoor exposure — construction labourers, delivery riders,
street vendors, and agricultural workers. Climate change affects them the most because they
have the least protection and economic security. A hotter India is not merely a warmer India;
it is an India where earning a livelihood becomes increasingly difficult. Heat stress lowers
productivity, reduces working hours, and deepens income insecurity for millions who
depend on daily wages.

The . A 2026 Reutersreport on India's monsoon outlook
noted that the southwest monsoon supplies nearly 70% of the rainfall needed to water crops
and recharge reservoirs and aquifers. When rainfall becomes uncertain, sowing decisions
become riskier, irrigation costs increase, and groundwater extraction intensifies. For small
and marginal farmers already struggling with volatile prices and rising input costs, climatic
uncertainty magnifies economic instability. In that sense, El Nifio is not merely a climatic
event; it is a shock to the production base of the rural economy.




The price shock
The [ishigsRelsE1la = BERTsvd ETale)sl. Food prices are often where climate stress becomes visible

to every household, not just farming communities. According to the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation's Consumer Price Index Press Release (2026), food
inflation rose to 4.2% in April 2026, raising concerns that a weaker monsoon could intensify
price pressures further. If rainfall weakens and crop stress deepens, price pressures can
quickly spread across vegetables, pulses, and other essentials. For policymakers, this creates
a difficult balancing act: the same climate shock can simultaneously weaken growth and
intensify inflationary pressures.

Urban India is increasingly becoming a heat trap[slitofeolaIstAsle)R:Vils B 1hnbil ehals

green cover. But the burden is unequal. While wealthier households can adapt through
better housing and cooling, poorer households face overcrowding, water scarcity and

polkCh RS eaicAClimate change is thus widening urban inequalities!
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Fire and furore

P mplian

in which businesses often operate beyond

the approved limits while enforcement re-
mains sporadic. A fire per se is not odd, but a slew
of deadly fires in urban areas, from the Uphaar
Cinema fire in 1997 to the Arpora nightclub fire in
2025, has involved the same vulnerabilities: over-
crowding, blocked escape routes, unapproved
modifications to interior spaces, poor com-
pliance, and weak enforcement. Prior inquiries,
court rulings, and promises of reform have not
prevented similar safety failures from recurring.
Many of the victims of the B&B fire in Delhi on
June 3 were medical tourists, lodged there due to
the proximity to South Delhi’s hospitals. Many
were also infirm and could not act quickly to es-
cape heat or suffocation — a situation that likely
prevailed in the ICU fire at a Muzaffarpur hospital
on June 4, which claimed four lives, including
two elderly individuals. According to the Delhi
Fire Services and the Municipal Corporation, the
B&B lacked a fire department clearance, violated
fire safety norms, and had more than thrice as
many rooms as allowed for B&Bs. These bodi
are also answerable to how the facility operated
in this way, especially since the Delhi High Court
had directed the municipality in January to audit
the city’s hospitality hubs. The building had been
rebuilt in 2013 and reportedly exploited land-use
exemptions to bypass municipal bylaws that re-
quired wider roads for fire tenders.

The tolerance of hazardous conditions with a
high fire risk persists because cost-cutting enti-
ties, whether establishments or governments,
overlook the value of safety measures when there
is no fire, even if the measures prevented a fire.
The state must inculcate fire safety using princi-
pled inspections, incentives, and sanctions, and
sustain a culture in urban centres to practise it as
a matter of course. Local authorities often blame
owners for ‘clandestine’ modifications; the Delhi
police have charged the B&B'’s owner with culpa-
ble homicide not amounting to murder. But the
implication that long-standing negligence was
the distal cause must extend to the absence of en-
forcement. The particular charge also results in-
consistently in convictions, undermining the pe-

m’s ability to deter such incidents. The
misuse of provisions for B&Bs finally points to fai-
lures that the Tourism Department should inves-
tigate; the city’s decision to rescind them is not
adequate as an answer. Political blame-games are
a red herring: a deadly fire is a product of the in-
cidental causes on that day and systemic factors
that preserved the risk. In the same vein, the go-
Vernment’s response must encompass these fac-
tors or they may amount, once more, to little.

l ndian cities l'E]y 0n an economic ecos




== WATCH: FIREENGULFS
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HOTEL FIRE KILL
21 PEOPLE IN DELHI

5 killed, several injured
in Bihar hospital blaze

Fire broke out at the ICU of a private hospital in Muzaffarpur in the early hours; State govt. forms
a five-member panel to probe the incident, and announces 4 lakh ex gratia to the kin of victims



Indian cities rely on an economic ecosystem in which businesses often operate
beyond the approved limits while enforcement remains sporadic¥:Nil G 2835

not odd, but a slew of deadly fires in urban areas, from the Uphaar Cinema fire in 1997 to the
Arpora nightclub fire in 2025, has involved the same vulnerabilities:

blocked escape routes, unapproved modifications to interior spaces, poor|
Wo)aatn)iE Ve (AT e RTEEY =l sk o) (e lnslaists. Prior inquiries, court rulings, and promises of

reform have not prevented similar safety failures from recurring. Many of the victims of the
B&B fire in Delhi on June 3 were medical tourists, lodged there due to the proximity to South
Delhi’s hospitals. Many were also infirm and could not act quickly to escape heat or
suffocation — a situation that likely prevailed in the ICU fire at a Muzaffarpur hospital on

June 4, which claimed four lives, including two elderly individuals. According to the Delhi

Fire Services and the Municipal Corporation, the B&B

These bodies are also answerable to how the facility operated in this
way, especially since the Delhi High Court had directed the municipality in January to audit
the city’s hospitality hubs. The building had been rebuilt in 2013 and reportedly exploited
land-use exemptions to bypass municipal bylaws that required wider roads for fire tenders.




The
firegui
to practise it as a matter of

course. Local authorities often blame owners for ‘clandestine’ modifications; the Delhi police
have charged the B&B’s owner with culpable homicide not amounting to murder. But the
implication that long-standing negligence was the distal cause must extend to the absence
of enforcement. The particular charge also results inconsistently in convictions,
undermining the penal system’s ability to deter such incidents. The misuse of provisions for
B&Bs finally points to failures that the Tourism Department should investigate; the city’s
decision to rescind them is not adequate as an answer. Political blame-games are a red
herring: a deadly fire is a product of the incidental causes on that day and systemic factors
that preserved the risk. In the same vein, the government’s response must encompass these
factors or they may amount, once more, to little.




India, UK. launch
observatory for
critical minerals
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Union Minister Shri G. Kishan Reddy and UK Foreign Secretary Rt Hon Yvette
Cooper MP Launch India-UK Critical Minerals Global Supply Chain Observatory

:11PM by PIB Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Seeking to expand cooper-
ation and technology-shar-
ing in the realm of critical
minerals, India and the Un-
ited Kingdom on Thursday
formally launched the Crit:
ical Minerals Global Supply
Chain Observatory (GSCO).

The platform — to be
jointly operated by India’s
Technology Innovation in
Exploration & Mining
Foundation (TEXMiN), In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy (ISM) Dhanbad and
U.K’s University of Cam-
bridge — will institute a da-
ta-driven platform to mon-
itor and analyse global
critical mineral supply
chains.

In a social media post,
Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy wrote, “This is a ma-
jor step towards streng-
thening critical mineral
supply chains, supporting
clean energy transitions,
and building resilient glo-
bal supply chains through
the India-U.K.
partnership.”

Union Minister for Coal Kishan
Reddy with U.K. Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper.

India and the U.K. were
well-positioned to con-
struct a mutually beneficial
partnership on the back of
their newly firmed-up
comprehensive trade deal
and the defence industrial
road map, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
on Thursday. He made the
remarks during a meeting
with British Foreign Secre-
tary Yvette Cooper.

Ms. Cooper stated the
observatory could also
serve “as a foundation for
broader cooperation
across the critical minerals
sector and related strategic
industries.”

(With PTI inputs)
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Energy tie-up tops bilateral
agenda as Modi meets Delcy

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia’s  partnership
lwith Venezuela is of

“immense impor-
tance” for the Global
South, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Thurs-
day, welcoming Delcy Ro-
driguez, the  Acting
President of Venezuela,
even as the South Ameri-
can country called “energy
security a fundamental pil-
lar of the bilateral
relationshipy’.

Venezuela is still dealing
with the aftermath of the
abduction of President Ni-
colas Maduro by the U.S.
military in January. Offi-
cials said Ms. Rodriguez,
whose country is dealing
with ‘political transition’
and ‘fundamental econom-
ic transformation’, de-
scribed India as a “trusted
partner”. The leader, who
arrived here on Wednes-
day, is on a five-day visit.

“We had extensive dis-
cussions on expanding our

Venezuela’s Acting President
Is, technology, agriculture and health; importanc

)

alsc

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Venezuelan Acting President
Delcy Rodriguez in New Delhi on Thursday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

cooperation in energy, crit-
ical minerals, technolo
agriculture, health and p
ople-to-people ties. As a va-
lued partner in Latin
America, our close cooper-
ation with Venezuela holds
immense importance for
the Global South. We will
continue to work together
for the mutual benefit of
the people of our nations,”
said Mr. Modi after the
meeting.

A press release from the
Venezuelan government
said the meeting was
aimed at “strengthening
the role of both nations in
the geopolitical context of
the Global South and
boosting mutually benefi-
cial macroeconomic agree-
ments”. It described India
as “one of the main desti-
nations for the Nation’s
energy exports, making
energy security a funda-

in critical

of Global South solidarity emphasised

mental pillar of the bilater-
al relationship”.

Ms. Rodriguez, who was
accompanied by Ministers
of Economy, Foreign Af-
fairs, Science and Technol-
ogy, and Transport and
Communications, con-
ducted a “comprehensive
review of the mutual coop-
eration map”, the press
note said, adding that the
bilateral relation is in an
“excellent state”.

Officials revealed that
Ms. Rodriguez discussed
the political situation in Ve-
nezuela in a “frank conver-
sation” with Mr. Modi dur-
ing official-level talks and
over the working lunch
that followed. “We all
know there was a transi-
tion in Venezuela, and we
are working with a govern-
ment that is friendly and
that wants partnership
with India. We want to reci-
procate that,” said Rudren-
dra Tandon, Secretary
(East) of the External Af-
fairs Ministry, while brief-
ing the media.
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Rajnath announces revised
financial powers for armed
forces to boost autonomy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday revised
the financial powers of the
defence forces via the fra-
mework for the Delegation
of Financial Powers for De-
fence Services, including
for medical and works pro-
jects. The move aims to en-
hance operational efficien-
cy, accelerate
procurement, and streng-
then self-reliance in the de-
fence sector.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, financial
powers have been en-
hanced by up to 100% and,
in certain cases, more than
doubled. The move is ex-
pected to empower field
commanders with greater
decision-making authority,
enabling faster conclusion
of contracts and timely ex-
ecution of projects.

The Ministry stated that

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during a meeting regarding the
approval of enhanced financial powers for armed forces. PTI

financial powers related to
indigenisation and re-
search and development
within the military ecosys-
tem have been doubled to
further the government’s
Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive and reduce depen-
dence on foreign Original
Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMS). The revised frame-
work is expected to facili-
tate procurement worth
over .25 lakh crore
through the revenue route,

in line with the current
year’s budgetary
allocations.

Special financial powers
delegated to Army, Navy,
and Air Force comman-
ders have also been signifi-
cantly enhanced, includ-
ing a 100% increase in the
overall ceiling to meet ur-
gent operational require-
ments. The revised provi-
sions additionally promote
joint procurement by the
lead service|

Raksha Mantri approves two-fold increase in financial ceiling for Field
Commanders to strengthen operational efficiency

Enhanced financial delegation to support procurement exceeding Rs 1.25 lakh crore through

revenue route

Revised Financial Powers for indigenisation and R&D doubled to boost Aatmanirbharta in defence

& minimise import dependency

New provisions introduced to accelerate Joint-Service procurement by the Lead Service with

enhanced powers

Posted On: 04 JUN 2026 1:05PM by PIB Delhi




Draft SC rules prohibit use of Al for
judicial outcomes, witness profiling

They underline that Al systems used in court processes must ‘function solely in an assistive capacity’ and remain ‘strictly
subservient to human judgment and judicial authority’; comments and suggestions invited from the public till June 20

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

rohibiting the use
Pof artificial intelli-
gence (Al) to deter-

mine judicial outcomes,
the Supreme Court Al com-
mittee has proposed draft
regulations that bar Al-as-
sisted sentencing without
mandatory human over-
sight, prevent Al systems
from profiling parties or
witnesses, and disallow
the use of “opaque” or
“unexplainable” AI sys-
tems in any court process.

The proposed regula-
tions come amid concerns
expressed by the top court
in recent months over the
growing reliance on Al by
courts in rendering judg-
ments. In March, a Bench
headed by Justice P.S. Na-
rasimha chided a ftrial
court for relying on non-
existent judgments gener-
ated with the help of AI,
observing that it was not
merely “an error in deci-
sion-making” but amount-
ed to judicial
“misconduct”.

The preliminary draft of
the ‘Regulations for Use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in Courts, 2026’, made pu-

The draft regulations permit the use of Al for administrative
functions such as case listing and scheduling. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

in court processes must
“function solely in an assis-
tive capacity” and remain
“strictly subservient to hu-
man judgment and judicial
authority”.

The committee, chaired
by Supreme Court judge
Justice P.S. Narasimha and
comprising Justices San-
jeev Sachdeva, Raja
raghavan V., Anoop Ch
ra and Suraj Govindaraj,
has invited comments and

ons from stakehol-

as well as members of

the public on the draft reg-

ulations before they are fi-
nalised.

The deadline for sub-

mitting responses is June
20. Under the draft regula-
tions, the processing of
personal data through AI
systems shall be governed
by the provisions of the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023. It also
underlines that AT systems
must not “perpetuate, am-
plify, or introduce bias” on
grounds of race, religi
caste, sex, gender, disabi
ty, language, economic sta-
tus, or any other ground
prohibited under the
Constitution.

‘Human-in-the-loop’

“Applications  involving
higher levels of risk to per-
sonal liberty, any lawful

right of a person, or the in-
tegrity of judicial out-
comes shall be subject to

dingly height-

suards, including
mandatory human-in-the-
loop requirements and in-
dependent oversight,” the
draft states.

It further cautions that
Al-assisted judicial systems
should not “widen digital
divides” and must remain
accessible to all stakehol-
ders, including those from
rural, economically disad-
vantaged, or linguistically
diverse communities.

While the draft regula-
tions permit the use of Al
for administrative func-
tions such as case manage-
ment, preparation of cause
lists, scheduling of hear-
ings, transcription of court
proceedings and transla-
tion of judgments, they
make it clear that AL sys:
tems cannot be used for
“risk scoring” in court pro-
cesses. This includes as-

ng flight risk, predict-
ing recidivism, evaluating
bail eligibility, or determin-
ing the credibility of par-
ties or witnesses.

It also bars authorities
from using Al systems for
the surveillance or contin-

uous monitoring of judicial
officers, advocates, liti-
gants and other stakehol-
ders, “except as may be
specifically autho by
applicable law for the time
being in force”.

‘Apex body’

To supervise the adoption
of Al'in the judiciary and
steer standard-setting and
policy development, the
draft regulations propose
the creation of a full-time
“apex body” at the Su-
preme Court.

The apex body, it re-
commends, would com-
prise two Supreme Court
judges nominated by the
Chief Justice of India (CJ1),
one of whom shall serve as
the ex-officio chairperson;
two High Court Chief Jus-
tices and two High Court
judges nominated by the
CJI; one member from an
institution of national im-
portance or any institution
of repute, as nominated by
the CJI; an officer not be-
low the rank of Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology; a finance exp-
ert and a cybersecurity
expert nominated by the
CJI; among others.
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Draft SC rules prohibit use of Al for
judicial outcomes, witness profiling

y underline that Al'systems used ir
subservient to human judgment and judicial authority’

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

rohibiting the use
Pof artificial intelli-
gence (Al) to deter-

mine judicial outcomes,
the Supreme Court Al com-
mittee has proposed draft
regulations that bar Al-as-
sisted sentencing without
mandatory human over-
sight, prevent Al systems
from profiling parties or
witnesses, and disallow
the use of “opaque” or
“unexplainable” AI sys-
tems in any court process.

The proposed regula-
tions come amid cc
expressed by the
in recent month:

ing reliance on Al by
courts in rendering judg-
ments. In March, a Bench
headed by Justice P.S. Na-
rasimha chided a ftrial
court for relying on non-
existent judgments gener-
ated with the help of AL
observing that it was not
merely “an error in d
sion-making” but amount-
judicial
“misconduct”.

The preliminary draft of
the ‘Regulations for Use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in Courts, 2026°, made pu-

The draft regulations permit the use of Al for administrative
functions such as case listing and scheduling. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

blic on Wedn
lines that Al systems used
in court processes must
“function solely in an assis-
tive capacity” and remain
“strictly subservient to hu-
man judgment and judicial
authority”.

The committee, chaired
by Supreme Court judge
Justice P.S. Narasimha and
comprising Justice
jeev Sachdeva, Raja V

Anoop C

j Govindaraj,
ed comments and
m stakehol-
as members of

the public on the draft
ulations before they are fi-

nalised.
The deadline for sub-

ay, under-

mitting res

Under the draft regula-

ns, the processing of
personal data through Al
systems shall be governed
by the provisions of the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023. It also
underlines that Al systems
must not “perpetuate, am-
plify, or introduce bias” on
grounds of race, religion,
caste, sex, gender, disabili-
ty, language, economic sta-
tus, or any other ground
prohibited under the
Constitution.

‘Human-in-the-loop’

“Applicatio involving
higher levels of risk to per-
sonal liberty, any lawful

right of a person, or the in-
tegrity of judicial out-
comes shall be subject to
correspondingly  height-
ened safeguards, including
mandatory human-in-the-
loop requirements and in-
dependent oversight,” the
draft states.

It further cautions that
Al-assisted judicial systems
should not “widen digital
divides” and must remain
accessible to all stakehol-
ders, including those from
rural, economically disad-
vantaged, or linguistically
diverse communities.

While the draft regula-
tions permit the use of Al
for administrative func-
tions such as case manage-
ment, preparation of cause
lists, scheduling of hear-
ings, transcription of court
proceedings and transla-
tion of judgments, they
make it clear that Al sys-
tems cannot be used for
“risk scoring” in court pro-
cesses. This includes as-

flight risk, predict-

sm, evaluating

bail eligibility, or determin-

ing the credibility of par-
ties or witnesses.

1t also bars authorities
from using Al systems for
the surveillance or contin-

rocesses must ‘function solely in an assistive capacity’ and remain ‘strict]
"omments and suggestions invited from the public till June 20

uous monitoring of judicial
officers, advocates, liti-
gants and other stakehol-
ders, cept as may be
specifically authorised by
applicable law for the time
being in force”.

‘Apex body’
To supervise the adoption
of Al'in the judiciary and
eer standard-setting and
development, the
draft regulations propose
the creation of a full-time
“apex body” at the Su-

preme Court.

The apex body, it re-
commends, would com-
prise two Supreme Court
judges nominated by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI),
one of whom shall serve as
the ex-officio chairperson;
two High Court Chief Jus-
tices and two High Court
judges nominated by the
CJI; one member from an
institution of national im-
portance or any institution
of repute, as nominated by
the CJI; an officer not be-
low the rank of Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology; a finance exp-
ert and a cybersecurity
expert nominated by the
CJI; among others.
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Govt. has turned Northeast
from region of conflict to
hub of opportunities: Shah

Rahul Karmakar
WAHATI

nion Home Minister
UAmit Shah on
Thursday said the

Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre trans-
formed the Northeast, com-
prising eight

region of confli

of
Council

s in the region

ed after the Mpdi go-
vernment ended the era of
iolence associated with se-

Shah said the NEC
was Iulhllmg the people’s
aspirations and promoting
culture while serving
institution  for tegic
planning to develop the
landlocked region.

He urged the Chief Mi-
nisters of the region, sche-
duled to review India-Ban-
gladesh border security in
Tripura on Friday, to shift
their fc mlh\\ and or-
der to shielding the rights

Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Mmlster Jyotiraditya Scmdla and
Meghalaya CM Conrad K. Sangma during the 73rd plenary session of
the North Eastern Council in Shillong on Thursday. Ani

of the citizens as ins
cy is no longer an issue.
Mr. Shah directed the
States to build Artificial In-
telligence, machine learn-
ing, and blockchain infras-
tructure for new
generations. He also in-
structed them to market
the region’s potential in
aromatic i
wood, foreign trade, and
health tourism.

The Chief Ministers of

Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalay

ram, Nagaland,

Tripura attended the ses-

sion along with the Depart-
ment of North Eastern Re-
gion Minister Jyotiradit
Scindia and othe
officials.

cindia nu!lmed five
ns for the r
high-resolution villag
source mapping; monitor-
ing {
ers
support for geospatial and
space-tech
Shield for
lience and

early warning;
and green wealth and natu-

. UIges

gency no I mnger an issue

ral mpil.\] accounting
Later, in a memo

submitted to
Meghalaya
Conrad K. Sdnvmd high-
lighted key concerns. He
urged the Centre to streng:
then mechanisms for
checking illegal
mum"l non

sted that mea-

Line Permit (a British-era
temporary travel doc
ment), for which the State
Assembly passed T
tions, could serve a
mechanisms to regulate
and check illegal immigra-
tion,” he said.

Garo languag
Eighth Schedule of the
titution.
sam C hief Minister Hi-
manta Sarma said
the NE ion reflected
the ambitions of a confi-
dent region. “...the
now on preparing
Northeast for the o
tunities of the future,” he
said.




The North Eastern Council (NEC) hold its 73rd Plenary Session on 4th June, 2026, in Shillong,
Meghalaya.

¢ North Eastern Council — It was constituted as a Ejfe]iVife]gMe el els'M ololo AVIgleST@ iz W Y/T0
Lleacyy and came into being on the 7th November, [EFFXei#siallilelple|

SlINorth Eastern Region (8 States) — Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,

Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.

o SICAnERLEIEfy — Sikkim was not part of the original 1971 composition, included via an

amendment to the [N[Io¥:XeiRlai{e[0)2]
RNl RY TS iaYBIMinistry of Development Of North Eastern Region (DONER)!

¢ Composition

o Ex-Officio Chairman— Union Home Minister

o Ex-Officio Vice-Chairman — Minister of state, ministry of development of north
eastern region (DONER).

o Members — It comprises governors & chief ministers of constituent states and three
members nominated by the President.

¢ Function — It serves as the gpex regional planning body for the North Eastern Region &

plays o pivotal role in fostering coordinated development and strengthening

cooperative federalism in the region.
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O
ED searches nine locationsin /2™  — Tiauriver

(Mizoram)
. v W . |
Mizoram in illegal supari case |
INDIA Chin State
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Thursday
conducted searches at nine locations in the | MYANMAR
border town of Champhai along the Mizoram- - Farkawn

Myanmar frontier in connection with smuggling b olncidentsite

of illegal Burmese supari (dry areca nuts) into
India, involving over X970 crore. The ED probe — |

based on a case registered by the Central Bureau
of Investigation on a Gauhati High Court directive
dated July 16, 2024, — revealed that Burmese
nationals allegedly brought dry areca nuts across
the Tiau river into India without Customs
clearance at Zokhawthar and Champhai,. The
consignments were then handed over to local
facilitators at the border.
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Gujarat police detain 501
Bangladesh nationals

The Gujarat Police have detained 501 Bangladeshi
nationals from various parts of the State over the
last two days as part of “Operation Delta Hunf”, a
State-wide drive against illegal immigration,
Deputy Chief Minister and Home Minister Harsh
Sanghavi said on Thursday. The operation, which
began late on Tuesday night, has been carried
out across Gujarat following extensive planning
and intelligence gathering. Authorities are
simultaneously scrutinising the credentials and
backgrounds of more than 6,200 others as part
of the ongoing exercise. According to the
Minister, a majority of those detained were
engaged in manual labour.
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Chinese spies pose as recruiters to
glean state secrets, warn agencies

ISTOCKPHOTO
A

Chinese spies are posing as job recruiters to trick staff in western
governments into disclosing sensitive information, the Five Eyes
alliance of security agencies has warned. People with security
clearance, military personnel, journalists and academics are among
those targeted, the Five Eyes added. AFP




The Five Eyes (FVEY) is a multilateral intelligence-sharing alliance comprising
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Operating
under the historic UKUSA Agreement, these nations collaborate to gather, analyze, and

share signals intelligence (SIGINT) to protect mutual national security
interests. w Wikipedia +2

Member Countries
» Australia: Australian Signals Directorate (ASD)
» Canada: Communications Security Establishment (CSE)
* New Zealand: Government Communications Security Bureau (GCSB)
» United Kingdom: Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ)
» United States: National Security Agency (NSA) ¢

Core Functions & History

= Origins: The alliance originated during World War Il with a secret 1941
communication pact between the US and the UK. It was formalized with the UKUSA
Agreement in 1946 and expanded to include the Commonwealth nations to monitor
the Soviet Union and its allies during the Cold War. = East Asia Forum +1

= Intelligence Scope: Beyond signals intelligence, members frequently share human
intelligence, geospatial intelligence, and cybersecurity warnings. = East Asia Forum

« Expansion Frameworks: The Five Eyes acts as a core group, occasionally
expanding its intelligence-sharing aperture into the "Nine Eyes" and "14 Eyes"
(which include several European nations) depending on the specific security




Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

From reducing oil imports to farmer prosperity: Sh. Hardeep Singh Puri
launches first Flex-Fuel passenger vehicle

India among countries with lowest fuel price increase despite global crisis: Shri Hardeep Singh Puri

If 50% of all new two-wheelers and four wheelers sold in India runs on Flex-Fuel, it can generate
12,403 crore additional income for farmers: Shri Hardeep Singh Puri

Posted On: 04 JUN 2026 4:02PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri Hardeep Singh Puri today launched India’s first flex-fuel passenger vehicle by Maruti Suzuki in New Delhi, fuelling
the vision of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat. Union Minister for Road, Transport and Highways, Sh. Nitin Gadkari was also present during the event. IJ3G il RV R R

on a range of ethanol-petrol blends, from E20 up to E100§

Speaking at the launch, the Minister said the entry of flex-fuel technology into the passenger vehicle segment is not merely a product launch, but also the beginning of a
new chapter in India's energy transition. Shri Puri noted that India has nearly 37 lakh passenger vehicles representing the aspirations of middle-class India and the future of

S EARGWTVAIL arge-scale adoption of flex-fuel technology in this seg

NITI Aayog officially classifies ethanol-based Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs), including vehicles running on high ethanol blends such as [:ERETI 0D NN

E AR R T CR T DR G 0 Ol e g (T ey BLe s ol g\ WS GTETTTO B, making flex-fuel vehicles a promising solution for addressing the country’s growing

air pollution challenge.

The Minister also outlined the Government’s roadmap for creating a nationwide flex-fuel ecosystem. Under the proposed roadmap, E85 has been identified as the mono-
fuel standard for Flex-Fuel Vehicles under EJEFSISIGEIONE. The plan proposes an initial roll out of 50-100 |3 AT B rv) ROV ey g1 Tep 012 L V(0] LT Te B\ (TTieloFit:
T e, expanding to nearly 500 outlets by December 2026 and approximately 5,000 outlets across major cities by end-2027.

gV Government is also working on supportive measures such as pricing support, road tax concessions, availability of E85 testing fuelRSJEuEIRTISTITE N (vl 3 AR

retail outlets, consumer awareness initiatives, and development of storage and dispensing infrastructure to increase adoption. Sh. Puri said that this is not merely a transition
in fuel, but it is the creation of a complete ecosystem for cleaner mobility, stronger energy security, and greater self-reliance.




www.thehindu.com
e o) ‘\.( Q e = f
4‘\%'\' ‘(
& S 7 Ppas 2% s 9
INDIA's NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878

ANALYSIS




