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The Oman CEPA, a new gateway for India’s exports
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The Oman CEPA, a new gateway for India’s
exports °

The agreement boosts exports, services, investment and professional mobility

Updated
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India and Oman share one of the oldest recorded international
partnerships, with maritime trade and cultural ties dating back over
5,000 years to the Indus Valley Civilization . This deep historical bond
—rooted Iin ancient commerce, strategic defense alliances, and
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modern diplomacy—continues to shape their strong bilateral
relationship, & Maiairy of Extomal Altalr

. Ancient and Medieval Maritime Trade

-413 Indus-Magan Connection: Trade dates to the Harappan period, Ships salled
from ancient Indian ports in present-day Gujarat and Maharashtra to the region of
Magan (modern-day Oman), trading cotton, beads, and ivory for copper, frankincense,
and dates. @ Theimint +1

/Tho Roman Trade Route: Omani seafarers mastered monsoon winds, serving as
vital intermediaries who shipped Indian spices and textiles to the Roman and Arabian
worlds. @ Terr

= Cultural Crossings: Cities like Sohar and Muscat became cosmopolitan hubs where
Indian merchants lived, while Omani sailors established a massive footprint on India's
Malabar Coast. @ hev

Joint Anti-Colonial Efforts: In the medieval and early modern eras, Omani rulers
(like Imam Ahmad Bin Sald) and Indian powers (such as the Marathas and Tipu
Sultan) formed military pacts to counter the maritime stranglehold of the
Portuguese. @ ThePrint +:

Muscat (Present-day Oman)

Located along key sea routes, Muscat
has long been part of the India-Gulf
maritime exchange, with evidence of
sustained contact and later merchant
communities along its coast.



b
SNT . 4
o R R

(:he Omani empire 0

Oman produces the world’s most prized frankincense (Boswellia
sacra), historically harvested in the southern Dhofar region and _«
traded globally. In India, this aromatic resin—known asj/uban o
kunduru—is highly sought after for Ayurveda, aromatherapy, and
daily religious rituals. @ Amazon.in +4 Tl - Omenl|e”
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Gujarati merchants and financiers, particularly from the Kutch region, | G 9
played a foundational role in the economic and administrative history "~~.\f“”"§;“ o
of the Omani Sultanate. Operating through maritime trade routes, '

these business dynasties served as the primary bankers and customs
collectors for Omani Sultans, helping fund their royal operations and

overseas expansion. @ The Times of India +2
1000 km

The Muscat-to-Zanzibar Shift

Gujarati financiers wielded such immense influence over the royal treasury that they
persuaded Omani Sultan Syed Said (1791-1856) to shift his capital from Muscat to
Zanzibar in the 1800s to capitalize on the booming spice and ivory trade. The Sultans
heavily relied on these unofficial bankers for liquidity, managing caravan trade into the
African interior, and administering ports. « Wikipedia +1



The Indian diaspora in Oman is the country's largest expatriate community,
comprising nearly 700,000 individuals and making up about 15-20% of the
Sultanate's total population. Deeply woven into Oman’s economic, medical, and

educational sectors, they are h|ghly regarded as a vital "living bridge" between India
and Oman. @ International Journal of Humanities So 2




India and Oman share one of the oldest trading relationships, with commercial and
maritime links dating back thousands of years. From the movement of spices, textiles and
frankincense to enduring people-to-people ties, trade has long been a cornerstone of this
pratas A The India-Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), which came into force on June 1, 20268 ¢XTiils i BEN il B8 ST 3 BRI IR 0 el
relationship by providing a modern framework to deepen trade, investment and economic

cooperation for the future. CL ‘m

India is amongst the top suppliers for Oman and bilateral trade has grown from

billion in FY2023-24 to $11.18 billion in FY2025-26813i [Zustil-4 5= () 11T

complementarities between the two economies.




The CEPA offers significant opportunities for Indian exporters. @13 =138 &8 e)a (s gcls L6 0]

free access on 98.08% of its tariff lines, covering 99.38% of India’s exports by
valueR: eIt ®only 15.33% of India’s exports entered Oman at zero
MUn er the Most Favoured ation regime. The CEPA, therefore, provides an immediate
competitiveness boost across a broad range of sectors. I\ sl b &t eal India %
already commands a m of Oman's woven apare] imports and
apparel imports. The removal of the existing 5% tariff will strengthen the competitiveness of
Indian manufacturers against China, which is the other dominant supplier in this ma

LR E R Gt B ndia already supplies nearl ﬂ of Oman’s inorganid
m imports, making it one of the leading players in the market. Tariff free access will

only amplify this further.

am X
Likewise also benefit. Oman imports over $3.7 billion worth of:

mechanical machinery and $3.3 billion worth of automotives annually, where India’s market
share is only 5% and 2%, respectively. Preferential market access under the CEPA can help
Indian exports of engineering goods expand significantly and deepen their presence in
Oman's infrastructure, construction and industrial sectors.

In where India holds around 10% market share, the agreement's value
lies not in tariff reductions but in regulatory facilitation. Products approved by leading
international regulators will benefit from fast-tracked approvals, reducing compliance costs
and accelerating market entry. As Oman's pharmaceutical market continues to expand,
Indian companies will be well-positioned to capture a larger share. B8/ i{2 (80P (6}

uch as dairy, cereals, edible oils and several agricultural commodities have

W=l ae i i (s (= tariff concessions, ensuring that domestic producers remain protected.




significanf trade facilitation measureghave been introduced(8) e R I B e ot |

i technical barriers to trade (TBT) Erovisic@ which will enhance regulatory X

BENR e N s e o nedstreamlined customs clearance, including fast-

e g luaaa s M= g a1 (25 which will reduce costs and improve export efficiency.

Another forward-looking aspect of HTETEPA is it il (Mt EXe) s 12 g (WUF 16 v
N S BBl i, Bilateral services trade stood at $863 million in 2024, with India

enjoying a surplus of nearly $447 million. Yet, |I1{6) EERIaEI (=Bl e R )1 F- 11 =4 (o) 011 Bl g (W=

imports remains just over 5%, indicating substantial untapped notentiall
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Omair ras unaertaken binding commitments covering professionals in sectors such as

eering, information technology, health care, education and

onsultin =. Oman also raises the quotas for intra-corporate transferees, facilitating greater

mobility of Indian professionals and specialists. Provisions relating tc @YUSH angl % o

=le)lu(s) 971 Beil=e i Wi = further create opportunities for Indian health care and wellness
services in the Gulf. 7.4




OMAN'’S STRATEGIC PORTS

GATEWAYS FOR INDIA'S TRADE TO
WEST ASIA, NORTH AFRICA & EAST AFRICA
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lN DIA FAST_TRACKS $4.8 BI LLION India is reviving the ¥40,000-crore Middle East-India Deepwater

Pipeline (MEIDP) to transport natural gas directly from Oman to

D E E P S EA GAS P I P E Ll N E the Gujarat coast. The 2,000-km subsea pipeline aims to bypass

FROM OMAN TO GUJARAT TO STRENGTHEN ENERGY SECURITY the vulnerable Strait of Hormuz to ensure stable energy supplies,
AMID MIDDLE EAST TENSIONS with state-run firms like GAIL and Indian Oil conducting feasibility

@ studies. @ YouTube DD ir
® O,

COST TYPE TIMELINE GOAL
$4.8 BILLION DEEP SEA 5-7 YEARS ENERGY SECURITY &
(¥40,000 CRORE) GAS PIPELINE REDUCE HORMUZ RISK

@

/ ARABIAN SEA

< PROPOSED PIPELINE ROUTE
== MAN TO GUJARAT

° STRENGTHENING INDIA'S ENERGY FUTURE | @ RELIABLE. SECURE. STRATEGIC.



Mains Practice Question

Q. India and Oman share centuries-old maritime and commercial ties that have evolved into a
comprehensive strategic partnership in the 21st century. In this context, examine the
significance of the India—Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) for
India's economic and geopolitical interests. Also discuss the key challenges that may hinder
the realization of its full potential.

(250 words; 15 marks)
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The trust deficit in India-Bangladesh ties
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e same as in the difficult months of the interim government}
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INDIA'S PM MODI CONGRATULATES
TARIQUE RAHMAN AFTER BNP'S
DECISIVE BANGLADESH POLL WIN

;-:;

R

M took charge in Bangladesh. However, contrary to early expectations from his
FLEaaIindia-Bangladesh relations have remained more or lessgil




Actions, not rhetoric

dia reached out twice before Mr. Rahman became the Bangladesh Prime

m The first outreach was by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar who visited
Dhaka on December 31, 2025 to condole the passing of Mr. Rahman's mother, former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia. The second time was through Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, who
carried Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation letter, and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
who on February 17 participated in the swearing-in ceremony of Mr. Rahman. But sources i

the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) say such
insufficient¥linfluential segment within the BNP feelsiii Bl@EEE-0 11 et

R GERL e naindia should have reversed some of the retributory
m that it had taken during the interim government’s rule under Muhammad Yunus.

These steps included the
mcludmg business and medlcal visas, and m
None of these measures has
been implemented so far, as per Dhaka. They argue that,

decisions, India has not delivered any advance incentives to Mr. Rahman who

have to engage with the Jamaat-e-Islami and several anti-India student
m before normalising ties with India.




On its part, the BNP's veteran leaders have tried to smoothen the relationship by creating
groater public accentahility of the nacition that tha nresence of the deposed Prime Minister
a departure from the hardline stance
that the interim government had taken. Here also, Dhaka feels that such attempts have not
found appreciation from the Indian side.

in official
communication from Delhi following the victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party in West
Bengal and Assam, Bangladeshi diplomats have pointed out that Dhaka expected less

As proof they refer to tho zix4=

rhetoric on sensitive issues such as illegal immigration, and more focus on issues such as

GRS eniE Rntirenewal of the 1996 Ganga Water Trea

Ve EL R ndForeign Minister Khalilur Rahman to Delhi on April 7-8 for a brief
V0, to test the waters, where he met National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Mr.
Jaishankar, However, the election campaign in Assam and West Bengal around Bangladesh-
related issues and a flurry of interviews by exiled PM Sheikh Hasina have displayed that Mr.
Rahman’s BNP, despite winning a landslide majority in Bangladesh, has not managed to
impress India. While a senior diplomat in Dhaka said that Bangladesh was assured that the

language around State elections would not reflect New Delhi's foreign policy, the il 1a8}

of External Affairs’ strident position on illegal immi

sense of betrayal’ in Dhaka’s secretariat}

According to reports, Mr. Rahman, sensing that the window for restoration of ties with India

s . o ;
is not opening as per expectations, is in the final stages of [ st (s (e e] - AU R =R s B\ FIEVISE 2 : ‘ ]

m that are likely to take place in the last week of June.




Bangladesh’s dilemma

This turn to China however cannot hide the fact that it is incumbent on Bangladesh, as
much as it is on India, to repair bilateral ties. Bangladesh’s ties with India remain broken

because of the 2024 uprising and the subsequent interim rule whereas its ties with China,

the U.S. and other players have prospered since August 2024. Further, a pragmatic

PR uangnmeenriewithout steady assurance from India on the main rive

Padma (Ganga), Bangladesh’s other plans are not expected to proceed smoo

beyond 2026. River affairs expert Ainun Nishat has stated that a delay in the

sowing seasons, hurting Bangladesh’s economygiEi@ BRI Gy 211 AN 1§41

crippling effects of the energy crisis because of the U.S.-Israel war on Iran.

le)







Mains Practice Question

Q. India’s relationship with Bangladesh has not seen any uptick despite the change in
government in Dhaka. Evaluate the factors hindering the relationship and suggest a way
forward. (250 words; 15 marks)
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Under the Gréat Nicobar Is-
land Development Project,
India plans 0 invest
around 3,000 crore o
bulld a dual-use airport
and runway for both civi-
lian and Navy operations,
said a senior official with
the Ministry of Defence on
Monday.

According to xrnu'n-xy
the Ministry, the projed
expected to be complet
within five vears, will be
jointly funded by the M
nistry along with the Minis
try of Civil Aviation. The
government views the in-
itiative as a Strategic inves|
ment aimed at strengthen-
ing maritime security,
boosting regional connec:

s presence in the indo-
Pacific region.

Four components
Elaborating about the pro-
ject, the official said the
project comprises four ma-
jor components - an Inter-
national Container Trans-
shipment Port (ICTP), a
joint-user greéenfield air-
port and Naval Air Station,
a modern ownship, and a
power plant. Together,
these projects are ex
ed to transform Great |
bar into a key maritime
and economic hub while
enhancing India’s defence
capabilitiés in the strategi-
callv significant Indian
Ocean Region (I10R),
Located just 40 km from
the Six Degree Channel,

The project comprises a port,
ywer plant . AFP

one of the world's busiest
sea trade routes connect-
ing the Gulf of Aden and
the Malacca Strait, Great
Nicobar occupies a critical
position along global ship-
ping lanes. Government of
ficials said the project

would reduce India’s de
pendence on foreign trans-
shipment ports and streng-
then its ability to monitor
and secure vital Sea Lanes
of Communication.

The proposed green-
field airport, approved by
the Union Cabinet and to
be operated by the Indian
Navy, is expected to signifi-
cantly improve maritime
domain awareness, logis-
tics support, and rapid de-
ployvment capabilities. The
airport is also expected to
promote tourism, officials
said. It is understood that
five sites, including INS
Baaz at Campbell Bay, were
assessed before Galathea
Bay was selected for the
airport. Technical con-
straints, limited expansion
possibilities, and environ

ly made the expansion of
INS Baaz unviable. 7

Extensive studies
Addressing concerns over
environmental impact andd
tribal rights, officials said {
the project has undergon
xtensive environmental
assessments involving in-
stitutions such as the Zoo-
logical Survey of India, Wil
dlife Institute of India and
the Salim Ali Centre for Or-
pitholpay and Natural His-
oy, Of the island's total

lometres have been ear-

marked for development.
while more than 81% will
continue 1o remain under
N

forests, Dbiosphere re

serves, national parks and

tribal conservation zones
~




India’s Strategic Gateway to the Indo-Pacific

STRATEGIC LOCATION
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GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT
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ers who left India

after voting in T.N. Assembly

election come under scanner

orei

Central, State ki

pationals who might v vored: imvestizators have abso sought the B

S. Vijay Kumar

frer 4 ting
A yround 40 e
foreign mationals of

Indian origin allegedly' vor-
g ity Uhe recent Tamil Na-
pmbily efection, i
have sk 1
cus to fHoae whore
tumed abroad shordy aftes
the Aprii 23 polling
According o official
sou srafral and Stite
faw enforcement agencies
are working with the Elec
ton Commission of Tndia
(HC) 1o obtain data on sus
pecied fonsgn  nationals
who might have voted in
the election. Tnvestlg
I ¢
¢ Bureau of Immigra
on, Government of Idis,
in identifying foreign ma
tonals who arrived in the
State ahead of e electian
und departed within two o
three days of polling
The authoritie lsoy
veriiying  socill e
posts and videos in which
Individunls clatmwed to hive
travelled pranad, Ben
galury, and other cities
specifically 1w

chicd, it would amount to
cheating and violation of
provisions of the Represen-
tation of the People Act,
1951
iy oW their aames were
not remoned from the elec
toral rolls during the spe-
ol intensive revision
(SIR.1F & vorer is luksely
wlown 1o be resicling in In-
dia, action will be taken
apainst thise responsible
for making the false decly
N & senlor State &

We are also examin

v ent official r‘:-w
Himdu on Mooday.

‘The first case of alleged
(Begal voting came to Fght
i the secood week of May
when o couple were ques-
toned by umigration ol
cials at the Madoral airport
while preparing to board a
IHght 1o Colomiba
ibout ¢
marks on

Questioned

ible ink

1o hving vored in the ela-
fion wsing their Electossy
Photo Tdentity

8. They

quenthy har

enforcement agencies have been working with EC to obtain data on foreign
1ol Immigradion’s help

In another case, A UK
od Kingdom natkonal of in
dian origin was detained st
the Cheninal alrport afte
adminring that he had vor-
ed in the Velachery comsti

further

‘False declaration®

"During the SIR, family
members appear o lave
filked the emerntion
form and signed 3 on be-
half of the forvign national.
This would amount 10 3
false deciaration., Procesd
ings will be initiated
(hiough appropriste chan-
nels againgt the indnaduals
who voted and then lefi

Apart froam prosecution
for fraudulent voring, o
relgn natlonals found to
have voted in the election
could face cancellation of
thelr Overseas Citizen ol
India cards, the official

aid. Any dedision on the
validRy of the vores cast by
oredzn muithonals in the As
sembly election would
have 10 be taken by the EC,
the ofticial added
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24 Indian sailors rescued
from ship attacked by U.S

Marhvey, SInctioned by the US Ese Decembier had eartior carvied Tk oilio ndis: US. Centr
Commuand says the tanker viokated the ongoing blockade by attempting to sail to an franian post

M, Kalyanaraman
Debayun Tewari

CHENNM

nty-fou

sel MT MARIVEX a1
mnately B350 hours
xst of Oman.”

sttacked

5 engine roon

Harm from U radyam P polnting t
Linicoln (CVN 72) Nred o arby.
presision  mumitson o say th

the shi rmgineering and

ire on board steering spa after the rait of He

d to comply with s 2 s were s a ship sanc
S Ll s * 0o 0 fire
1 hole at " that had

| 35 pet
botton Eventu

0 resiue op- ntabse Equasis
LLS, Central Commns h t s dis  efation evicuated the

(Centcom) sakd In a 58 v th Indlan s
ment that “t farces hete was @ 3| moved 1otk

abled {attacked) an unla
den ol tanke the Gulf of

on April 9
o Lhe ceased Al
<. Jthad then car
ried crade ol from Bandar
Abbas in lran (0 Manga-
» Masirah Island in W8 Marnex has
afe, sald Mr erating in the ontiict
nare in o 2one”, sabd Mr. Yaday

een Of
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541 Sikh pilgrims receive visas
to visit shrines in Pakistan

The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) has received visas for 541 Sikh
pilgrims who will travel to Pakistan to pay
obeisance at historic Sikh shrines on the occasion
of the martyrdom anniversary of the fifth Sikh
Guru, Arjan Dev. In total, the Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi has issued 737 visas to
the Indian pilgrims to participate in an annual
festival to be held in Pakistan from June 10-19,
according to an official statement. The issuance
of visas is in line with the Government of
Pakistan’s commitment to fully implement the
Bilateral Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines o
1974, the statement said. »




The Bilateral Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines of 1974 is a formal agreement
between India and Pakistan that allows nationals of both countries to visit mutually
agreed-upon religious shrines across the border. it ensures pnlgnmages are .
facilitated without discrimination based on religion or sect. ® Ministry of Exteenal Affsirs +1

Key Provisions 7 ?'Jk 4 s‘:\\"\

» Quota Limits: The protocol sets a baseline allowing up to 20 pilgrimage parties
(often called jathas) to travel between the two countries each year, though this &
number is subject to revision and mutual agreement. & Ministry of External Affairs +1

Visa Categories: Travelers are issued specific "Visitor Category” visas for the
duration of their pilgrimage. & Minstry of External Affairs

Maintenance and Sanctity: Under the protocol, the host country is obligated to
make every effort to properly maintain the shrines on the agreed list and preserve
their sanctity.

Covered Shrines

The agreed-upon list can be enlarged or amended through mutual correspondenciz./

Traditionally, the list covers multiple historic sites across both

nations: & Ministry of External Affairs «3

Kavitvesr

In Pakistan: Primarily Sikh and Hindu shrines including Gurudwara Shri Nankana

Sahib, Gurudwara Shri Panja Sahib, Samadhi of Maharaj Ranjit Singh, and Shri
h&

Katasraj Dham. @ Ministry of External Affairs +

In India: Primarily Muslim shrines including the gz&rah of Hazrat Moinuddin Chishti

(Ajmer), Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya (Delhi), and Hazrat Mujaddid Alf Sani (Sirhind
—————— w

harif). %
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[srael, Iran trade strikes, warn
each other against escalation

Associated Press
DUBAI

Israel and Iran traded fire
on Monday in their first at-

3 since the U.S. struck
a ceasefire with the Islamic
Republic in April.

The Iranian military
said hours later that it v
halting offensive opera-
tions as the renewed hostil-
ities threatened to drag
West Asia back into a full-
scale war, and warned that
further “aggression and
hostile acts™ by Israel and
its supporters, including in
southern Lebanon, would
be met with “much more
severe and crushing mea-
sures than before”.

Israeli Defence Minister
Israel Katz said on Monday
night that the military will

Will respond to
¢ acts,
Israel talks
ng great for
liation

continue to operate against
Hezbollah in Lebanon,
warning that any Iranian
strikes in retaliation for Is-
raeli attacks on Hezbollah,
the Tehran-backed militant
group in Lebanon, would
be “met with great force”.

Iranian state media re-
ported at least 15 people
were wounded after explo-
sions sounded in Tehran
and other cities.

Fresh advisory
Following the renewed ex-
change of fire, India on

Monday urged its citizens
to avoid all unnecessary
travel to Israel and Iran,
and asked its nationals in
these countries to exercise
utmost caution and stay vi-
gilant.

While the Embassy of
India in Iran advised In-
dians to exit the country by
available means of tran-
sport, Indian nationals in
Israel have been asked by
the Embassy in Tel Aviv to
“remain in proximity to
designated shelters” and
“to familiarise themselves
with the nearest protected
spaces in their area of resi-
dence or work.”

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

HOUTHIS BAN ISRAELI SHIPS
» PAGE 16
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‘total ban’ on Israeli shlps in Red Sea

. [ ] [ ]
A

Agence France-Presse /

SANAA

ran-aligned Houthi re-
bels in Yemen an-
nounced a missile at

tack on Israel on Monday
and declared a ban on Is-
raeli shipping in the Red
Sea, raising the spectre of a
return to major disruption
on the kev route,

The Houthis® attack
came as lsrael and Iran
traded fire on Monday, put-
ting the ceasefire under re
newed strain and threaten
ing hopes for a peace deal.

The Houthis made a si-
milar threat and targeted
cargo ships in the vital sea-
way during the Israel-Ha-
mas war, forcing many
companies into a lengthy
detour around the tip of

War fallout: Two men ¢
near the West Bank city «

xamine a rocket

{ Jericho o

southern Africa. The as
saults upended shipping in
the Red Sea, through
which about $1 trillion of
goods passed each year be
fore the war

Their threat comes as
the Strait of Hormuz, the
gateway to the Gulf sea and

half-buried in the ground
\

gray, AFF
its energy exporters, re
mains blockaded by Iran as
a result of the war in West
Asia with the US. and
Israel.

‘Legitimate targets’
“We declare a complete
and total ban on Israeli

Yemen-based Iran-aligned group k mmhc\.m attack on I\mcl SaVs |\I.IL‘| |Ihlmlml slnpx \\(mld.v.:.un become a target in lhc
Red Sea; the escalation comes ; ' '

e navigation in the
l\uJ Sea,” said a statement
from lhc Houthis' armed
forces. “We consider all
enemy movements to be
legitimate military targets
for our armed forces from
the moment this statement
is issued.”

T'he statement from Bri
gadier General Yahya Saree
was broadcast on the
Houthis® al-Masirah satel
lite news channel.

The  Houthis,

who

Jjoined the war in support

of Iran in March, had not
announced a missile attack
on Isrmel since a fragile cea-
sefire began on April 8,
T'he Houthis have fired
missiles at Israel during the
Israel-Hamas war and later,
but haven't been fully in
volved in the Iran war.

\est \sn\\nhlht LS.

They said they
“launched a missile bar
rage targeting sensitive Is
raeli  enemy targets”,
claiming the  strikes
“achieved their objectives
with precision”.

T'he Israeli military ear-
lier wrote on Telegram that
it “has identified the
launch of a missile from Ye-
men toward Israeli territo-
ry, aerial defence systems
are operating to intercept
the threat™,

An Israeli military offi-
cial said two missiles were
fired by the Houthis since
Sunday evening.

The Houthis and Leba-
non-based Hezbollah form
part of the “Axis of Resis-
tance™ grouping of pro-
Iran forces opposed to Is
rael and the United States.
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Deadly tremor . LA
b o ?‘\\ L{?fiv\'-fi | ?

Risky terrain: Rescue workers near a collapsed building ir{General Santos City, the Philippinesjon Monday after a T.8-magnitude earthquake
struck the country, killing at least 35 people, destroying ngs, and sparking tsunami wamings across the region. AFP (REPORT: PAGE 14




Major quake oft Philippines
y missing

kills at least 35, man

Agence France-Presse
MANILA

A 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake in the southern Phi-
lippines on Monday killed
at least 35 people, accord
ing to provincial authori-
ties, after toppling build
ings and sparking tsunami
warnings  across the
region.

National disaster auth-
orities said at least a dozen
people were still miss
while 134 had sustained
injuries.

Authorities urged peo-
ple in affected coastal re-
gions to move to higher
ground after the offshore
quake hit south of General
Santos, a city of about
720,000, where the death
toll stood at 12, according
to a local command centre.

A series of powerful af-
tershocks rocked the area
from about two hours after
the first quake, according

: Adamaged building

Philippines, followir

to the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, with the largest mea-
suring magnitude 6.5.

Rene Punzalan, disaster
chief for hard-hit Saranga-
ni province, said 14 people
had died in Glan munici-
pality alone when a land-
slide buried their hom

Mr. Punzalan said that
more than 2,000 people
evacuated due to a morn-
ing tsunami warning were
now awaiting a green light
to return to their homes.

g a magnitude 7

The Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center issued a
tsunami alert for the Phi-
lippines, Indonesia, Palau,
Taiwan and Papua New
Guinea. But by mid-after-
noon, the notices were
cancelled.

President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. ordered an im-
mediate disaster response,
“The national government
is moving and we will not
leave anyone behind,” Mr.
Marcos said in a statement.
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Zojila Tunnel/between Kashmir

Thd — gOMIW,

and Kal gl il to

Peerzada Ashiq
SONAMARG (GANDERBAL)

India’s ambitious, strateg
ic, all-weather Zojila Tun-
nel in volatile selsmic zone
IV will witness the final
breakthrough on June 9 as
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari will oversee the fi:
nal blasting from the Kargil
side. The Biakm-long
tunnel cuts through the
mighty Himalayas at an al
titude of ILSTS féét and
connects the Kashmir val
ley with Ladakh's Kargil.
Mr. Gadkari will preside
over the process of final
blasting of the last block,
which will see the tnnel
through. The tunnel is like-
ly to allow security officials
to ferry goods, machines
and stocks to the high-alti-
tude bases of Ladakh dur-
ing peak winter for the first
time ever in coming win-
ters, officials said. Earlier,

see

(ﬁnal breakthrough

.

X (a0 Werhex Qclivity

The Zojila Tunnel is likely to allow security officials to ferry goods to
the high-altitude bases of Ladakh during peak winter. ANl

stocks would be main: | Engineering and Infras
fainéd during early aw J wructures  Lid.  (MEIL),

tumn months to feed sol- J which started work on the

diers on the Line of Actual J tunnel in 2020, termed the
Control {LAC) in winters. final breakthrough “a de
The Zojila Tunnel by-\ fining moment”. “It de-

monstrates the successful
execution of one of India’s
most complex transport
infrastructure works in a
hostile Himalayan environ
ment,” said senior MEIL of-
ficials.

passes the weather-depen-
dent Zojila Pass, which is
prone to landslides and
shooting stones and re-
malns closed due to snow
accumulation in winters.

A spokesman of Megha

The excavation work
has been completed on t
world's longest single-tube
bi-directional road tunnel
at an altitude of over 11,500
feéer. “The project \\'1“ de
fver the long-envisioned
objective of seamless, all-
weather connectivity bet
ween Kashmir and La
dakh, bringing long-term
benefits in mobility, eco
nomic Integration, and
strategic resilience,”
MEIL officials.

said

Reduced travel time

The tunnel cost more than
16,800 crore. A .57 meétre-
high horseshoe-shaped
single-tube two-lane tun-
nel will pass under the ar-
duous Zojila Pass between
Ganderbal district in Kash-
mir and Drass district of
Ladakh. Officials say the
travel time will come down
from fhrée hours 1o 20 mi
nutes between Ganderbal
and Kargil.

Srinagar-Leh

1O AN Z-Morh tunnel
KANGAN )
H vay
SKM oW —7 Kargil
s — SONMARG
TN
- Existing Road
b‘a\ Ledokl
e
ZojiLa Pass g
] e [\ INAMARG

Sr'na. Existing Road B
i 7
Keart) BALTAL —

Zojila tunnel

14.15 KM




The new IMI-resistant hybrids are a

11. Pg Il — S&T Nelv r”l llStard technological solution to this problem.

Unlike genetically modified (GM) crops,

oy these hybrids were developed in a
’ 1 b' 1 process calledmutation breeding ¥ where
scientists breed crops to preserve certain
’ e natural mutations. The process is based
ne C)d d l Ve, .Se ,>‘< on an enzyme called acetolactate
% -~ _synthase (ALS), which is essential for
’ fa r m l n g p I (l n ® plant growth. Normal mustard plants are

killed by IMI herbicides because the
herbicides inhibit ALS.
‘asudevan Mukunth In the new IMI-resistant hybrids, a
single change in the plant’s DNA rendered
In the 2026-27 rabi s« )\\"illg season, from C the ALS enzyme resistant to the
October to April, Indian farmers are set to_d herbicide, Ireeing farmers to spray IMI
begin the wide-scale cultivation of .)'(. herbicides directly over the field, killing

imidazolinone-resista lMl-resistant)' . only the weeds. This strategy is
) mustard l'rids‘. These hybrids are 9.6 > v

v

e, particularly effective against Orobanche
asirmed to A3 . s
NI ome a(parasitic weed | because, as the herbicide moves through

called{Orobanche a major hurdle in_$¢
oilseed produc s /-
long grappled with an edible
L] "l CCo
e rounlﬁ million tonnesat K

about ¥1.6 lakh crore. Mustard is the most
=Vital oilseed crop to meet this demand,

especially in the arid environments of

North India. However, its yields have been

suppressed throughout the year by

Orobanche, a destructive root parasite

that attaches to the mustard plant and x

drains it offwater and nutrients.J(It has'/.

more recently been called|Phelip

the soil and the plant, it strikes the
parasite where manual weeding can’t
reach.



BRICS Delegates Visit Indore Ahead of the LSl =II[SFe (oI V I VI T Ty

D 16th BRICS Agriculture Ministers' Meeting to Be Held in [[ilets on June 12-13

3 -

Ahead of the 16th BRICS Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting mnh‘ ndia's BRICS Chairship 202 I«l 4

Madhya Pradesh, on June 8, 2026. The wvisit was hosted by the Indore Smart City Project and the Indore Municipal Corpo

Postod On: 08 JUN 2026 9:33PM by PIB Delhi

ies from BRICS Member and Partner Countries visited Indore,

ton

Representatives from Braal, South Africa, Ethiopia and other participating countries experienced the renowned hospitality, rich cultural heritage und vibrant urban

environment of Indore, widely recognized as India’s cleanest city. The delegotes also visited the iconic 56 Dukan food hub, where they sampled a variety of local delicacies

and gained first-hand experience of India’s nch culinary tradinons and culture of hospitality

It may be noted that the 16th BRICS Agriculture Ministers” Meeting will be held in Indore on June 1213, 2026, bringing together Member and Partner Countries to

strengthen cooperation in agniculture, food secunty and sustainable development, Prior to the ministenal meeting, Deputy Representatives will convene from June 9-11 1o

deliberate on key challenges and opportunities facing global agriculture

Under Indin's BRICS Chaurship, four sesswons of the Agriculture Work n successiully co

ng Group {AWG) have already ©

vleted, advancing discussions on food secunty,

Sustami

agnculture, mnovation, climate resilience and the development of resilient food systems, These deliberations have laid a strong foundation for meaningful

outcomes at the upce ming minisite pecting

[he discussions m Indore will focus on o wide range of issues, including agricultural cooperation, value chamns, market opportunities, mnovation, knowledge exchange,

climate-resilient agriculture, regencrative farming, soil health and sustamable resource management. Special emphasis will also be placed on s

ngthening the role of

smallholder farmers, women and vouth in advancing food security and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

Inchia’s BRICS Charrship has also facibituted technical dinlogues on reducing food foss and waste, fishenes and aquaculture, and advanced livestock technologies, enabling
participating countrics fo exchange expenences, best practices and innovative solutions for strengthening agrnicultural productivity and rural livelihoods.

5

Indiz holds the BRICS Chairship from January | to December 31, 2026. Building on 113 previous Chairships in 2012, 2016 and 2021, India remains committed to fostering

pr,n"'..'.-.l cooperation, dinlogue and shared progress among BRICS Member and Partner Countries

The forthcoming Agriculture Ministers' Meeting is expected 1o further strengthen collaboration among BRICS countries and contribute to building more resilient,

sustamable und inclusive agncultural and food systems for the future



Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal Launches BHAW

‘ BHAVYA Scheme to Promote Competitive Development of Industrial Parks/ A8 ELRS I CIGER Sh—ri—‘
. Piyush Goyal

Government’s Focus on Infrastructure, Reforms and Digital Connectivity Has Created Strong
V4 Foundation for Growth: Shri Goyal e

Tech, R&D and Innovation-Led

Modern Testing Facilities to Be Developed in BHAVYA Parks in Partnership with BIS, EIA and
FSSAI: Shri Goyal

aLeinleR GRRCET R Cln G e el L Tl Ty i Ko f =13 VAL Through Dedicated Digital Platform

L4 .
Posted On: 08 JUN 2026 6:07PM by PIB Delhi x

In a significant step towards the operationalisation of thel [N E Tt SN ALE IR (I LU RA s AR LY. §/nion

launched the BHAVYA Portal today in New Delhi

nister of Commerce & Industry, Shn Piyush Goyal,

Addressing the gathering, Shn il'.u-.'l Goyal said that the |l|| \\'\ A Scheme wi

investors would be able to access detailed information on industrial parks through digital platforms, including land availability, connectivity and surrounding infrastructure,
p 4 2 f g t

enabling them to make informed investment decisions. The ZeiEaRIENC S ORI R G TB T EIEtee are designed according 1o the specific needs of different sectors

and investors, making them more attractive destinations for domestic and global investments



Announcing the |2

investments. He said the parks will be developed in different sizes, ranging from

and 500 acres in mid-sized States and regions, and up to 1,000 acres in locations closer to cities and towns, depending on need assessment and the commitment of States,
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