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Topics () + P28

Detailed Analysis for Prelims & Mains:

1. Drone revolution & modern warfare - Pg 10

2. Preventive detentions are misused by the state - Pg 8

3. US - Iran peace deal to end war & reopen Hormuz - Pg 1
4. India - Slovakia expand bilateral ties - Pg 1
5

Displaced Kashmiri Pandits seek ‘genocide’ recognition - Pg 4

Prelims:
1. India’s goods exports hit record high - Pg 1
\ 2. Windfall tax - Pg 14
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1. Pg 10 — GS Ill (Security)

Drone revolution and modern warfare = [l
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Hezbollah & Houthis

Regional drone networks

eanwhile, unlike Ukraine, |5 {ZAs 0 IET 8K )8 (= 130 A B R o)

Eige i e la@ ez sh Fiaae)e)o)i(ls Bo) = 1a (o) et with limited local modification, relying heavily on v . l o

‘ systems%e GRG0 E S AT B TR Tl B2 s 5. These platforms provide a layered
’ 1'a i

operatiohal architecture spanning IR} & il Eiasi (B il male)s . Within this framework, the

Mohajer-4 and Shahed-129 provide tiered-ISR coverage across medium- to long-ranges, while 3 e A e 3
the Shahed-136 loitering munition fulfils a 'dedicated one-way strike role across a wider i Ea‘ e, o
regional theatre. Hl OIDUE?;I l
YOI uanivAaHezbollah has also adopted jamming-resistant fibre-optic FP DRONE ARSENAL

drones, enabling operations in heavily contested electromagnetic environments|

and enhancing close-range reconnaissance and precision strike effectiveness despite

extensive Israeli EW measures.



Israel

In response, the e BME = (w0 (w=418)3) in Lebanon have developed a layered

m — by which a physical net is deployed to entangle and disable an
incoming drone mid-air — or direct collision, rather than costly missile engagements.
Alongside this, the IDF operates a multi-tiered UAV force structure combining long-
endurance
m integrated into reconnaissance-strike complexes for rapid engagement.




Iran

Iran, for its part, constitutes a third and structurally distinct model of drone warfare.

Rather than employing drones solely as tactical assets, the [E3FE1ei) (830 (118 (s) sV g /A IV 1 (8
orps (IRGC) integrates them into a broader strategy of deterrence, coercion

ZhlsBola) e o) (Seales against the U.S.-Israel combine and their regional partners across
West Asia.

Through indigenous systems such as N1l Reieo) s A~ e =118, alongside platforms
supplied to proxy forces across Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen, the IRGC has demonstrated

EWELyasithreaten military bases, critical infrastructure, and naval assetsEleOrE

West Asia at relatively low cost.







Mains Practice Question

Q. The wars in Ukraine, Lebanon and West Asia have shown how drones have become central
to modern warfare. lllustrate with key learnings for India’s defence preparedness.
(250 words; 15 marks)
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receives less attention than ordinary criminal proceedings and the more overbearing reality
of mechanisms designed to avert disturbances having gradually become instruments to

deprive people of liberty§ytistate has the power to intervene before a crime

pccurs if it is reasonably apprehensive that a person is a threat to public order}

and fixes persanal lability of erring police and Magistrates




| i iv ion X
What is preventive detetlo ,

M ERERG EICEO I R ERTHEL R Iperson is held in police custody only on the basis of a

suspicion that they would conduct a criminal act or cause harm to societySRlsl=Releli{«l=H,F 1V

the authority to hold anyone they suspect of committing a criminal offence. The police have
the ability to
. Preventive detention was undoubtedly an important part of the colonial legal system
in India. Surprisingly, the framers of the , who had been the most
oppressed by the preventive detention legislation, did not fail to provide the statutory
validity to the same in independent India. The recent article provides a detailed outline of
preventive detention with respect to India and the present picture it has painted of itself i
the democratic nation.

Preventive detention’ is also referred to as ‘administrative detention B[R G RS

directed by the executive and the decision-making authority lies exclusively upon the

administrative or managerial authority.




Article 22

» Atrticle 22 grants protection to persons who are arrested or detained.

* It has two parts—the first part deals with the cases of ordinary law and the
second part deals with the cases of preventive detention law.

» The article makes it mandatory for preventive detention laws to form advisory
boards consisting offpersons qualified to be High Court judges.

» Under different laws, review boards must assess detention orders every three
months to determine if there'sfenough reason for preventive detentionj

¢ They|examine evidence,| request more information if needed, listen to the
person detained, and then report if the detention was justified or not.

¢ Safeguards Available to the Detained Person: A person may be taken to
preventive custody only for 3 months. The period of detention may be extended
beyond 3 months, only after approval by the Advisory Board. The detainee has
the right to know the grounds of his/her detention. However, the state may
refuse to tell the grounds if it is necessary to do so in the public interest. The
detainee is provided an opportunity to challenge his/her detention.



neighbour. The Bench said that between IJE\@IPEIE (1 -V 1 WAL aroundm

mWere Gy Recisogpreventive detention proceedings in Ghaziabac

despite a 2021 State policy to guide the exercise of such powers.



Th :Eidelines in resEonse are commendabla if implemented appropriately, they

could reduce the use of preventive incarceration in neighbourhqQod and property disputes;
lrequire executlve magistrates to justify their dec1sxons Lencoura,q

Bppellate scrutmv of the comnensatmn framewor

; ?< v

& Further,
even if the ruling does 1ot directly impinge orfttie detention of activist Sonam Wangchuk
under the NSA, it critiques the idea of using th excuse of maintaining peace to silence
dissent and reminds the state that it still has a\responsibility to maintain peace with peace.
The ruling may also apply to workers and activists recently detained in New Delhi if held
under Sections 126 or 170 of the BNSS without valideseunds. That said, implementing the
ruling will be difficult. The Bench said that ompensatlon for unlawful detention ca
be recovered from the salary of the magistrate concemed and/or police officer\s
following a disciplinary hearing ,+ FHowever, the executive has been historically reluctant
to penalise its personnel. Second, executive magistrates are part of the State administration
and their careers may depend on maintaining ‘peace’ as the State defines it. Addressing
these barriers could reform preventive proceedings in India.




Mains Practice Question

Q. Preventive detentions are often misused by the state in the name of public order. Critically
examine.
(250 words; 15 marks)
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Slovak counterpart Robert

Fico at the Bratislava Castle in Slovakia on Monday. REUTERS

India and Slovakia
expand bilateral ties |
with a slew of MoUs



Sriram Lakshman
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India, Slovakia expand
ties with a slew of MoUs

Slovakia has continued to support India’s quest
for a permanent seat on the UNSC and “reaf-
firmed its constructive approach” to India’s mem-
bership to the Nuclear Suppliers Group, as per the
joint statement.

Defence and security cooperation would be
“one of the key pillars” of the India-Slovakia rela-
tionship, as per the joint statement.

The two sides signed a Letter of Intent to pro-
mote defence cooperation —a move welcomed by
Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico in their press statements.
Through this framework, the governments would
seek to collaborate more in defence technologies,
defence industrial cooperation, capacity building,
and research and development.

The two governments signed an MoU on digital
technologies to provide structure to their digital
cooperation, as they committed to deepening col-
laboration in Al, semiconductors and start-ups.
They also agreed to explore cooperation in emerg-
ing fields, including the Internet of Things and 6G
standardisation].
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The Key Differences

v
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NNy
Ethnic Cleansing ' ”A 3/

Feature @

Primary
Goal

Legal
Status

Methods

Eradicate or eliminate a group
national, ethnic, racial, or religious)

Officially recognized as a standalone
crime under international law
(codified in 1948).

Mass killings, causing severe bodily o

mental harm, preventing births, and
R ———

forcibly transferring children.
Z1

o/
Displace a group from a specific ared

or territory.

Not a freestanding, legally defined
crime, but prosecuted as a "crime
against humanity" or "war crime”.

Forced deportation, terrorization,
systemic destruction of homes, and
violence intended to force flight.
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6. Pg 1 — Economy

India’s goods ex

orts hit record high of |

$45.2 billion in May; trade deficit widens

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’'s merchandise

) May 2026, 18% higher than

§38.3 billion in May last
year, according to official

ata. Services exports rose
13.2% during the same pe-
riod, to $36.8 billion in May
026,
However, despite this,
India’s overall trade deficit
) widened to $10.5 billion,
from $6.8 billion in May
last year, due to a sharper
growth in imports of both
roods and services

Broad-based increase

The data released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry show that India’s
merchandise exports rose

in May, due to higher ship-

Outbound expansion

Merchandise exports rose to an all-time

high in May 2026 (In $ billion)

404383

June July Aug (v; Oct

Sowrce: Miniszry of Commerce and Indusary

ments to Singapore, China,
the U.K., Tanzania, Bangla-
desh, Germany, and South
Africa, among others. This
increase was also relatively

broad-based in terms of

sectors, with both petro-
leum and several non-pe-
troleum Sectors seeing
strong growth in exports.

Feh, Mar, Apr. May
2026

Dec  Jan

Within merchandise ex-
ports, the electronic goods
sector saw exports growing
1L6% to $5.1 billion in May
2026.

The organic and inor-
ganic chemicals sector si-
milarly saw exports grow
by 12.7% to $2.7 billion dur-
ing the same period.

Notably, the engineer-
ing goods category
ports jumping
May 2026 to $
The gems and |e\\eller
sector, too, saw a growth 1§
exports of 6.7% to $2.5 bil-
lion in May 2026,

Overall, the data show
India’s non-petroleum ex-
ports grew 10.5% to §70.
billion in the first twd
months of this financial
year,

Imports grow faster
India’s merchandise im-
ports jumped 221% to
§73.4 billion in May 2026.
As a result, the merchan:
dise trade deficit stood at
$28.2 billion in May this
year, 25% higher than in
May 2

Semces imports, too,
grew 14.1% in May 2026 to
$19.1 billion.
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Centre hikes windfall tax on
diesel, aviation fuel EeXports R i

The government on Monday hiked windfall gains fefgrs to & Qr'omgtic and gno'nticipqte.d increase in proﬁts. On the other hand, “tax” implie

faxsen EXpOI’tS Of diesel and aviation turblne fuel an imposition levied on this dramatic income growth.

(ATF)), while retainmg the levy on petrol for the > government imposes this tax when it notices a sudden rise in an industry’s revenue. For
. . . . inst , the recent Russia-Uk e war benefitted oil and i ies wi sudden rise

fOI’tI’llght begmmng]une 16. The rate of spec1al nstance, the recent Russia-Ukraine war benefitted oil and gas industries with a sudden rise

in their profits. So, the government imposed a windfall tax on the industries whose profits

additional excise duty (SAED) on export of diesel | were positively affected by the said event.

will be %14 a litre, up from 13.5 a litre at present.
The SAED on export of ATF will be 12.5 a litre,
up from 9.5 a litre. There is no change in the
rate of duty on exports of petrol and it continues
to be at X1.5 a litre. The Finance Ministry, in a
notification, said the duty hikes would be
effective from June 16. Also, there is no change in
the existing duty rates on petrol and diesel
cleared for domestic consumption. em




E— \ All about LRLACM

The Long Range Land Attack Cruise Missile (LRLACM) is a subsonic, surface-launched

cruise missile designed to strike land targets at long distances with high precision

It integrates a turbofan or turbojet propulsion unit for sustained flight, an advanced

mertial navigation system augmented by satellite navigation for midcourse guidance, and

a terminal seeker or terrain-contour matching capability for accurate tasget engagement

Posted On. 15 JUN 2006

PM by PIB Deihl

mge Range Land Amack Crusse

- Designed for low-gititude, terrain-hugging flight, the LRLACM minimises detection and

nsaton (DRDO) Mussile (LRLACM) from Dr APJ Abdal

ous tracking mstruments ¢ IPSUE interception risk while delivering a conventional warhead on designated high-value

¢ Research & Development Oy ondocted a successful Night-test of |

and off the coast of Odisha on June 15, 2026, All the

v

1 objectives wer ¢, us per the data captured by

ted Test Range, Chandipur

targets,

The indigencus program focuses on modufar subsystems, export potential under policy
Call constraints, and compatibility with diverse launcher platforms to maximise operational

flexibility.

The LRLACM is an indigenonsly developed missile with all sub-systemis developed by vanous DRDO laboratories and Induan Industry partners
T T TR A, The launch was witnessed by sensor officeals from DRIDO and user representatives from the Indias Navy

& tho Tndsan Al FOIS

a Mantri Shn Rajnath Simgh congrutalated the DRDO team and the Industry Parmers an the successfial flight-test of LRLACM. Defence Secretary & Secretary

artment of Defence (R&D) and Chasrman DRIXO Shri Ra

h Kumar Siagh moaitored all sctivities dunng the bawnch. He congsatulated all eam members involved
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Posted On: 15 JUN 2026 4:00PM by PiB Delhi

LFPR for urban female maintains stability Urban WPR broadly stable Urban UR falls to one-year low

Snapshot: /

ool

. 54 e . T A 1 '! L A 51 J0. o - RSENETIN

Overall WPR (15+ years) stood at & Qe 15 /
. l rban W PR (15+ years) broadly stable Hlmlllh
(ﬂwrull UR (15+ years) in urban arcas declined t

) i urban areas declined to 8.2% in May, 2026, §

is the primary source of data on activity participation and employment and unemployment

conditions of the population, The PLFS survey methodology has been modified from January, 2025 to provide monthly and quarterly estimates of labour force indicators

for the country

CEUANE R @SR are released in the form of Monthly Bulletins. It presents estimates of [Sogiiasiiguiite s @l 3
G R T S R AT R PR e e e g ALY at the all-India level following the Current Weekly Status(CWS) ¢ppr(-.xd;.
s —"

The Monthly Bulletins for April, 2025 to April, 2026 have already been refeased. The present Monthly Bulletin for May, 2026 is the fourteenth in the series.
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